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BEAUTIFUL STANZAS, 


There is no heart but hath its inner anguish; 
There is no eye but hath by tears been wet; 

There is no voice but hath been heard to languish 
O’er hours of darkness it can ne’er forget. 


There is no cheek, however bright ite roses 
But faded buds beneatn its hue are hid; 

No eye that in its dewy light reposes, 
But broken starbeams tremble ‘neath its lid. 


There is no lip, howe’er with laughter ringing, 
However light and gay its words may be, 
But it hath trembled at some dark uprising 
Of stern affliction and deep mystery. 


We are ali brothers in this land of dreaming, 
Yet hands meet and eye to eye replies; 

Nor deem we tliat below a brow all beaming, 
The flower of life in wasted beauty lies. 


(Copy right secured.) 
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A STORY FROM REAL LIFE! 


— 
WRITTEN FOR THE PRESENT AGH, BY ANNIE 
DENTON CRIDGE. 


CHAPTER IV. 


In the northern part of Philadelphia, where 
the population is dense and the houses stand 
closely to the line of the side-walk, away from 
the beautiful green squares and parks that 
bless some portions of the Quaker city, stands 
a neatly finished edifice called by some the 
Vegetarian Church, by others, the Sweden- 
borgian Vegetarian Church. 

The ground surrounding the church has 
been dedicated to a grave-yard, and here lie 
the bodies of its members who have passed 
to the ‘‘farther shore.” East and west, high 
brick walls-of houses have pressed to the very 
verge of the burying ground ; like sentinels 
they stand, their long dark shadows keeping 
watch over the dead. 

In summer, however, the perfumes of flow- 
ers, planted there by the hands of love, greet 
the pedestrian and attract the little children 
of the neighborhood, who press their noses 
against the iron gate, or climb the low wall 
and peep over the fence with admiring glan- 
ces and exclamations at the nice flowers with- 
in, and beyond their reach. 

Directly across the street is the residence 
of the minister. Plain and simple, both in 
its external appearance and internal arrange- 
ments, it corresponds with the limited cireum- 

stances of its occupant, who labors in another 
profession for his daily bread. During a pe- 
riod of nearly forty years he has been the reg- 
ularly ordained minister of the Vegetarian 
Swedenborgian church, preaching twice ev- 
ery Sunday to his little flock, but receiving 
for hislabors, no pecuniary recompense. The 
gospel ministry, he believed, should be ‘¢with- 
out money and without price ;”’ freely ye 
have received, freely give.” 

The minister now an old man, has devoted 
his life to the inculcation of his religious prin- 
ciples. One fundamental principle—or, per- 
haps I should say tux fundamental principle, 
is Vegetarianism. In every other respect, itis 


yorable to the idea. 
opened the letter and said, “How nicely he 
speaks of her. ‘Retiring, quite intellectual, 
and anxious to know and practice truth wher- 
ever it may be found.’ Being a personal friend 
of the family; he knows them well; a dispo- 
sition to try Vegetarianism, may have indu- 
ced her to continue its practice.” From his 
description of the whole family, I am quite 
sure we shall be benefitted by their acquaint- 
ance.” 


ing opposite in his own house; which was 
bequeathed to him by a gentleman who was 
neither a member of his church or a believer 
in vegetarianism, but a personal admirer of 
Mr. Meredith, who had formed an apprecia- 
tive estimate of his disinterestedness and phi- 
lanthropy. Nearly half a century has rolled 
away in earnest, arduous endeavor, and now 
we find him in the evening of his life, quietly 
resting on his oars. Fully appreciating all 
conscientious thinkers and workers, however 
different their views and measures from his 
own, conveying his opiniens suggestively 
rather than argumentatively, intelligent, cul- 
tivated and modest, he was greatly beloved 
by all who knew him. 

This sketch, however, would be very im- 
perfect, did we leave out Christiana, his wife, 
who has, during all these years, stood bravely 
by his side and fought the great battle of 
earnest, laboring life. 
dër was poor; Ohno! but a stern, earnest 
faith in their principles, and—as a means of 
their dissemination—a congregation and a 
church, were ever kept stedfastly in her 
mind. She is rather tall, well made, and 
healthy ; quick, intelligent eyes, earnest voice 
and manner ; stern in defence of right, scath- 
ing in denunciation of wrong, kind, gene- 
rous, and sympathetic, loved by old and 
young; ‘‘Mother Meredith,” she is called, af- 
fectionately by every member of the church, 
and evcry child in the Sunday-schocl. How 
the chidren run to grasp her hand, and how 
kindly—how motherly she says, “Bless you, 
my child!’ She is always ready, when ask- 
ed, to give counsel and advice; of that 
healthy, life-inspiring, practical kind which 
imparts refreshment and strength to the seek- 
er. In her were beautifully combined those 
apparently opposite qualities which, when 
properly balanced, niake completeness of char- 
acter. 

The letter which the minister was reading 
to his wife was from England. On finishing 
its perusal, he said, ‘Christiana, we must 
try and find Mrs. Allston and her family. I 
will either go or write to A ; it is not 
far from here.” 

“He speaks so highly of them, that we 


must try and find them, if possible ; one on- 
ly is a vegetarian ?”’ 


“Yes, one—Jane; but all of them are fa- 
Here the minister re- 


“Yes, I believe we would; suppose you 
take the stage and goto A to-morrow ?”’ 
“Suppose we both go?” said the doctor. 

This plan was decided on, and the next 
day the minister and his wife were in the 
stage as it rolled along on its way to A——. 


No murmur if the lar-. 


essentially Swedenborgian. Indeed itis claim- 
ed by the members of this church, that Swe-| The day had at last come that was to bring 
denborg was a vegetarian, both in principle | Jessie to Philadelphia. Jane plied her nee- 
and practice, and that vegetarianism was | dle, occasionally looking from the window and 


constituent part of his religious system. 

That we may properly understand and ap- 
preciate the minister, let us describe him as 
we find him at this moment in his little par- 
lor reading a letter to his companion, Chris- 
tiana, who has been his faithful helpmeet, 
philanthropically and otherwise, during half a 
century. His favorite seat is a black hair- 
cloth rocking-chair, which was sent him as a 
Christmas present by an unknown friend. A 
card attached told all to be known—‘‘The 
minister’s Chair.” 

He has been out visiting patients ; for he 
believes that the duties of the Christian min- 
istry are naturally co-incident with those of 
the medical profession, spirit and body being 
more or less dependent on each other, and 
that bodily health and purity constitute the 
“goud ground” wherein the seeds of Eternal 
truths may freely ripen. 

Here he rests, then, in the ‘‘ Minister’s 
chair.” He’s rather spare in form, somewhat 
above medium height ; his mild blue eyes and 
every feature of his face, as well as his voice, 
are all outward indexes of the peace, kind- 
ness and benevolence that reign within. 

He had received a good classical education 
in his mative country—England, and when a 
young man, became convinced, after careful 
investigation, that it was ‘‘unscriptural, phys- 
ically wrong, and hence religiously wrong to 
eat the flesh of animals.” He was regular- 
ly ordained a minister of the Swedenborgian 
Vegetarian church in England, and some 
years afterwards, with several of his congre- 
gation, came to Philadelphia, where he sup- 
ported his family by teaching school, at the 
same time performing his ministerial duties 
by preaching on Sundays; his school-room, 
which was also the church, being heated and 
lighted at his own expense. 

And so for twenty years he labored asa teach- 


listening attentively for the ring of the bell 
that would assure her of Jessie’s arrival. 

About evening, Lucretia Carman opened 
the door of the nursery, saying, ‘‘Oh, Jane! 
thy sister Jessie has come, and what a little 
beauty she is!’? What sweet curls! and O, 
how sweetly she asked for thee! I love her, 
I do.” 

Jane was very soon half-way down stairs, 
and was met by Mrs. Carman leading the 
way to the nursery followed by Jessie, to 
whom she was saying : 


“Why, thee is a nice little thing; I 
should think thee smarter than thy sister 
Jane; I guess thee can hurry, and is real 
smart about thy work. O, here is Jane I” 
she continued, as she looked up; she can 
hurry too, I see, sometimes ; walk into the 
nursery ; let me take thy bonnet; why thee 
has pretty hair; now sit in this chair and 
talk to Jane while she is sewing. I'll leave 
you, so that you can talk, for I guess you 
have plenty to talk about ; Jane has done 
nothing but listen for the door-bell, and look 
from the window all day.” 

The door closed aud the sisters were alone, 

“Oh, I am so glad thee has come !’’ said 
Jane. 

“And I’m so glad to be here’ 

“Tell me about mother ; how is her health?” 

“She has had two very severe attacks of 
head-ache ; the Doctor had to be sent for the 
last time; he gave her some very strong 
medicine, for he said she could not live twen- 


ty-four hours unless the pain was. stopped ; 
since then she has not suffered, but 1 know 


her health is greatly injured.” 

“Poor mother! we must be together, Jes- 
sie; I have a plan.” 

“Has thee tried for any more situations 
advertised in the Ledger ?” 

“I answered two by writing, but received 


___.. er six days in the week, sometimes from eight | no replies. 


I will give thee my plan: I 
in the morning until ten at night, kindly and | haye become acquainted with a Mary Par- 
frequently declining liberal offers of fixed sal-| ker, who is a gaiter-binder ; she seems to do 
aries asa school-teacher and of pastorships | well. Now, I think, if we had a little money 
of wealthy and liberal congregations; but | ahead, thee might learn gsiter- binding ; then 
through all his trials he remained constant to | we could take two rooms, have mother with us 
his principles—vegetarianism and a true min- | and we might all bind gaiters. We would 
istry. have, I think, more time for study; we 
His efforts have eventually been crowned | would be together and independent, and thee, 
with suvcess, through all pecuniary perplexi-| Jessie, would regain thy health, while moth- 
ties, through all trials and difficulties, he has | er would be well and happy, if we could be 
kept before him the great object of his life ; | all together. What does thee think of my 
and now we find a well-built brick church, scheme, Jessie ?” k 
about eighty to one hnndred members (many | “It looks excellent, if we could only obtain 
of whom are wealthy,) and the minister liv- | the work to do, but where could I learn ?” 


KALAMAZOO, MICH., SATURDAY, JANUARY 8, 1870. 


“I have been to see a lady who has seve- 
ral apprentices, and she promised to take 
one of us in five weeks. Thy seventy-five 
cents and mine will amount to $7, 50, in that 
time ; this, with what I can earn during thy 
time of learning, will pay thy board until 
thee can earn something. I have inquired 
at several places about the price of board ; 
Lueretia, Mrs. Carman’s daughter, went 
with me ; at last a lady with whom she is ac- 
quainted agreed to board thee for $2,00 
per week.” 

‘Why, thee has been quite busy ; this is 
such a surprise, and a delightful surprise, that 
we must tell mother about it.” 

“Not yet, Jessie, let us see how we will 
succeed in obtaining work,” 

Sufficient of their conversation has been 
given to indicate their plans for independence 


and bread ; let us leave them for the pres- 
ent. 


E —— 


“Jane’s sister has come, father,” said Lu- 
cretia to Isaac Carman as he stepped. into 
the parlor, holding the hand of his daughter 
whom he Lad met at the door. ‘I wish thee 
could see her, father; she is so beautiful !”’ 
Isaac smiled tenderly on his child as she said 
this. ‘Oh, such a sweet face and musical 
voice !—her name is Jessie.” 

“Is this the sister that Jane loves so?” 

“Yes, her only sister, father ; I wish thee 
could help them do something, so that they 
could be together.”’ 

Isaac drew his daughter closely to him, 
kissed her brow, and said, ‘‘Dear girl, I wish 
I could.” Then sitting down with his daugh- 
ter on the sofa, he continued, ‘What do they 
intend todo? What is Jessie doing?” 

“She has been helping Rebecca Landon to 
do her house-work, father dear; and she 
looks so pale! I kuow she works too hard. 
Jane says she wishes her to learn gaiter- 
binding, and by-and-by they can all bind 
gaiters.” 

-Just then Mrs. Carman entered the room, 


and hearing the word ‘‘gaiter-binding,”’ said, 

“Yes, yes! I know what yeu are talking 
about ; I do pity that little pale face ; but 
it is nonsense to talk about gaiter-binding ; 
Jane is too slow, and that Jessie is too young; 
for my part I think both of them ought to be 
at home; if too poor, then let them be con- 
tented as they are; Jane has seventy-five 
cents a week, her board and washing; I 
think that is very good.” 

‘Would thee think it good for me, moth- 
er?” asked Lucretia, sadly. 

Mr. Carman turned to Lucretia, saying, 
“My daughter, I will do all I can for Jane 
and Jessie. LIrespect Jane highly; hers is 
no common intellect ; she is fitted both by 
nature and education for better conditions,” 

“Come, supper is ready,” said Mrs. Car- 
man, who had been to the dining-room and 
returned while Isaac spoke to his daughter ; 
“go and call Jane and her sister.” 

‘Please don’t talk about it at supper ta- 
ble,” whispered Lucretia to her mother. 

“I won’t,’’ was Mrs. Carman’s reply, as 
she gave her daughter a sweet, motherly 
smile. 

Jessie was introduced. Isaac could not 
conceal his appreciation of beauty. His mild 
eye and that gleam of sunshine on his counte- 
nance as he looked in Jessie’s face, might not 
have been in accordance with plain drab, or- 
thodox Quakerism ; but it wasonly moment- 
ary, and would scarcely have brought on him 
a rebuke, had it been set forth against him 
at a Quarterly Meeting. 

After supper, Isaac invited Jane and Jes- 
sie into the parlor. Very soon, as was his 
custom whenever in conversation with Jane, 
religious subjects were introduced. ‘‘I be- 
lieve thee will become a Quaker,’’ said Isaac 
to Jane, in the course of conversation. “I 
feel distinctly that thee will ; I hope one 
day to see thee among our ministers, and to 
hear thee speak.” ‘This he said to her ear- 
nestly though smilingly ; and added, ‘Thee 
is so willing to be guided into all truth, Jane, 
that the light within thee will guide thee 
among us.” 

“I think not, Isaac,” Jane replied, blush- 
ing slightly, “I might, perhaps, have been 
led to the Quaker church as it existed in the 
time of George Fox and William Penn, but 
not to the Quakerism of to-day ; besides, I 
do not believe in sects and parties. I like 
your idea of stillness; but if your speakers 
are inspired by one and the same God, how 
is it that Lucretia Mott can say that jin- 
spiration now and that of eighteen hundred 
years ago is the same : and then another, un- 
der the same inspiration, arise immediately 
afterwards and say the very opposite? Here 
is a contradiction, and either gives the lie 
to your idea of direct inspiration, or that 
they are not moved by the same spirit.” 

‘One is more progressive than the other.” 

“Very probably ; yet both say, “I am 
moved to speak thus and so. ’ 

‘No matter,” said Isaac, ‘‘one is mistaken; 
intellect and inspiration must go together.” 

“May not both be mistaken? May not 
those differences of opinion come from their 
own spirit? May not their own spirits in the 
stillness of Quaker meeting be thus led to 
speak the real convictions of the soul? If the 
spirit when free from this physical form will, 
in another world, have the power to know the 
thoughts of others—have the power to return 
here to this earth and become guardian an- 
gels; if they will then perceive all truth, as 
many believe; may not some of these pow- 
ers, by the cultivation of our spiritual na- 
ture, be developed here ?” 

“I think not; I think such powers are es- 
pecial gifts from our Heavenly Father. I 
think there is a little skepticism in thy mind, 
but I don’t fear it; for I know, Jane, that 
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a aeae paan 


If many man- | there were four persons present besides Mr. 


will make a nice little Quaker preacher some | made into the English language, and each sub- | sions, then there are many “ʻionies,” or con- | Home. We had been sitting but a few min- 


day.” 

The latter was said in Quakerish mirthful- 
ness, pervaded, however, bya vein of earnest- 
ness. 

“Yes, yes,” he continued, after a pause, 
“I shall hear thee as beautifully earnest for 
Quakerism as thee is now in what ?”’ 

“No 1sm’’ replied Jane, laughing. 

“There, there, Isaac,” broke in Mrs. Car- 
man, who had just entered the parlor: “thee 
better let Jane attend to her sewing, for she 
won’t do one stitch after eight o’clock ; so 
thee can talk to her after that time, if thee 
wants. 

“Tm only telling her, Martha, that she’ll 
be a Quaker preacher some day, and she 
won’t believe me,” he said, rising. 

‘She,—no! For my part, I don’t see why 
thee makes such a fuss over her; she has to 
work ror ner living, and she had better bo 
content with that.” ERs! TT ee 

Isaac gave her a look S ul, that 
the good in her soul soon came uppermost ; 
and with a pleasant smile she replied, ‘Oh, 
well, Isaac, Jane is good, I know; and I 
hope her talents will place her just where 
she should be. We will do all we can for 
her,” 

As Isaac left the room, he laid his hand 
on the shoulder of his wife, and said to her 
very quietly as he looked into her beautiful 
blue eyes, ‘Thee is good, Martha; don’t let 
care make thee appear to forget that good.” 

(To be Continued.) 
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Lecture by Thomas Gales Forster. 


DELIVERED AT HARMONIAL HALL, PHILADELPHIA, SUNDAY 
Mornina, Deo. 19th, 1869. 


I will invite your attention this morning to 
the xxv. chapter of Matthew, xLvI. verse. 


“And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment: but the righteous into life eter- 
“Tn 


my father’s house are many mansions ; if tt 


nal.” “Also: John x1y. 2d verse: 


were not so I would have told you. 
to prepare a place for you.” 


I go 


Our good friend, Fish, said on Friday, that 
Spiritualists were a light-hearted people and 
Tn 
the InperEnpent Theodore Tilton says, “If 
anything would render religion unlovely in 
the eyes of the world, it is the sanctity used 
And the less intelligent have 
really grown to believe that a thought is 
worth but little, unless it comes from the 
And mapy people always 
sigh when they thank God. But is it any 
wonder when they believe the ecclesiastical 
doctrines propagated ‘to-day, and declared to 


fond of amusement, I thank God for it. 


in the pulpit.” 


mouth of a coffin. 


be legitimate truths? Here lies the funda- 
mental error of Christian teaching—a blind 
reliance on the authority of the past. The 


trinity doctrine is but a tangled mass of 


ideas. If, at the Protestant reformation 
reason was re-awakened, it was but to return 
to grapple with creeds. But, you are all 
aware, that the latter effort turned out as 
badly as the former; for, though the Protest- 
ant claimed the right of private judgment, 
there isno firm adherence between faith and 
reason, so that aman in the church, if he 
cannot prove that he is right, will try to 
make himself feel that he is. Thus a writer 
has said Christianity has dwindled down to 
a burlesque, with horrid ideas of the future, 
and a crazy infatuation.” 

It is difficult for them to tell what doctrines 
of faith Jesus propagated. If asked ‘‘what 
is Christianity,” very few will return the 
same answer. In Christendom it is answered 
by some arbitrary assumption, or an appeal to 
some text of scripture. Hence, Spiritualists 
are warranted in saying it is an exponent of 
individual fancy, whatever it may be. 

Jesus did not write. His oral teaching 
and spotless life gave a new spirit and feeling, 
but gave no new doctrines. During the earlier 
ages there werefseven different sects of Chris- 
tianity, likewise fifty acts of the Apostles, 
thirty-six Gospels and twelve Apocalypses. 
Among these were the Acts of Andrew, the 
Gospel of Bartholomew, Acts of Paul, Gos- 
pel of Paul, Precepts of Peter, Acts of 
Phillip, Revelations of Stephen, Gospel of 
Thomas, and others, all of which were be- 
lieved to be divine by the early church. You 
must remember my friends, you hada church 
before you had a Bible. The canonical works 
were measured by a feeling already adopted, 
anda number of works were thus tried and 
rejected ; and some that had been rejected 
were restored again. All we have to-day 
was the compilation of the early fathers. Then 
the New Testament was compiled. The book 
of Revelations was not added till the year 
565. 

These are facts given by ecclesiastical his- 
torians ; and when the philosophical inquirer 
is told that he has the Bible for his guide, he 
will very naturally ask “wuar Bible?” Is 
it King James’ Bible, in present use among 
Protestants, of sixty-six books, or the Catho- 
lic Bible, of seventy-six booke. Is it Luther’s 
Bible with the epistle of James and Reve- 
lations rejected? Or the Samaritan’s Bible 
of the five books of Moses? Or the Jewish 
Bible of twenty-two books. The fact is, there 
are so many, that the mind must first deter- 
mine what Bible is meant. ; 

Again there are numberless translations. 
There are some few even in the present en- 
lightened age who think it is verbatim et 
literatim, the expressed will of God as it 
came from Divinity himself. In the year 
1200 was the first French translation of the 
Old and New Testaments. In the same year 
was a Spanish translation; 1472 an Italian 
translation ; in 1882 Wickliffe’s, the English 
translator; Luther’s, in 1532. During the 


| the Old Testament into the ( 


mitted to him; and on the will of Henry 
VIII the will of God depended ! In the 
time of Edward VI there were two transla- 
tions, one of which was ruled out. In the 
time of Elizabeth there were other trans- 
lations, and as with Henry VIII so with 
other rulers, they constituted the deciding 
power. In sixteen hundred and seven 
James was dissatisfied with the compilations 
of his predecessors as to the rule of heayen, 
and he appointed fifty-four bishops of the 
Church of England to revise it, forty-seven 
met, and in sixteen hundred and ten, pro- 
duced the Bible now in use in America; but 
not the one the Puritan Fathers brought. 
They brought Calvin’s translation. Two hun- 
dred and eighty-two years before Christ, a 
body of seventy-two assembled at Alexandria 


for the purpose» of translating the Hebrew of | Men weuld not then have such fearful ideas 


e Greek language. 


people of the world. hus through the 
liberality of paganrule the closed up litera- 
ture of Judea was opened to the world. In 
many respects it was an improvement on 
Polytheism. Thus, little Judea, a fragment 
of Syria changed materially the religious ele- 
ment. In the middle of the fourth century, 
St. Jerome translated the Old and New 
Testament into Latin—called Vuleate, which 
is now held by Catholics as canonical. _ 
Now, you see I am not so far wrong in de- 
claring that the fundamental error of the 
Christian world is its blind reliance on the 
past, I believe that the disposition and de- 
termination to make the Bible the rule of 
right and guidance has done much harm to 
the world. Under this influence men in the 
past, through the example of the Israelites 
murdered thousands. Through its teaching 
twelve men in the glorious state of Pennsyl- 
vania, think they have a right to murder one 
of God’s children. Under its influence mill- 
ions were murdered in Mexico in time past. 
Under the same influence the Puritan fathers 
murdered the Indians, and even the Quakers 
who had committed no offence except to 
preach a better doctrine than their own. 


If authority for physical slavery Ley., 25th 


sanctioned in another place. Fi 


right. 
ing the Bible. Not so. 
class believe more in the bible than before 
they were spiritualists, because they now per- 
ceive more of its spiritual truths. 

“But what has that to do with the text ?”’ 
I have not forgotten my text. I am warrant- 
ed in making these preliminary remarks. 


By 
it, to-day, mental and physical slavery of all 
kinds are sustained and justified. If you| from the legitimate results of acts against | gin to move freely, and Mr. Home is himself 
want authority for the persecution of your | neighbors. 
nearest and best friend, read Deut., 13th. 
Duties of slaves tomasters, Eph., 3d, Collos- | reotype. 
sians 6. Titus 2d and the Ist, Epistle of , 
Peter. Flogging is sanctioned in Exodus| all sorts of ideas bearing on the myth of the strong movements, was raised from the floor 


21st, and if the slave die, as the effect, it is | past—hell and damnation. Those ghosts of 


These are some of the evils growing out of the present. 
reading the Bible as the infallible rule of | ness and wisdom are the manifestations of 
Spiritualists are charged with reject- 
Spiritualists as a 


n: r egi : utes when heavy pulsations were felt in the 
E ag th yae Bany- a A p floor, the table haaeed violently, and loud 
A a AO pe ene AA ee a of wici | raps were heard. I observed that Mr. Home 
are particularly attractive. Spiritualists, | became affected, much as a subject would bo 
following the example of Jesus, teach that} when passing into a mesmeric trance; the 
there are many; and that they are “ionic” pupils were locked backwards, and the whole 
conditions—determined by men and women | ™*" seemed for a time in a state of complete 

: unconsciousness. Shortly, asif some invisi- 
themselves. They teach, as did Jesus, that | pje inagnetiser were influencing him, the head 
man is not arbitrarily punished, but that there | which had fallen backwards, slowly began to 
are laws co-existent with Deity that express | take its proper position, and the muscles of 
His presence, power and attributes ; that suf- | the favo to oe their passive and lifeless ap- 
fering is the natural effect of their violation. pearance, and- to:apaumo ® MOnt Mire 


aide j A sion ; then rising from his seat, he walked 
Man inflicts his own punishment by perform- | round the room in conversation with bein 


ing the deed, and from it fere is no escape. | invisible to us. His eyes were completely 
This is in accordance with the teachings of sealed from physical light, yet he walked, as 
Jesus. Youmay ask the best Greek scholar if by sight, into the next room, removing ob- 


E, Se ‘ jects out of his way, aud apparently n 
in Philadelphia if L have not given the true | with individuals; he vebawias ated: aik nd 


version of the word ‘‘ione.’’ All clergymen | me, laying his hands on my shoulder; then 
ought to know it and preach what they know. | began a conversation with my father, mother, 
brothers, uncle and aunts, long since passed 
away, While their na: ndividuali 
was given, : =~ = no O Ai 01 F hai 8 sh 4 
relative had ever lived. Much connected 
with my mother that I had long forgotten was 
mentioned ; her manner of sitting, and ‘‘trot- 
ting her hand” when speaking of anything 
j s i sad; her very mode of expressing endearment 
alists are a light-hearted people. If they are | was significantly her own; and her whole 
not, they ought tobe. Yet, there are some | idiom was so completely rendered that J could 
Spiritualists who will go sighing and moping. | 20t doubt of her presence. Mr. Home’s at- 
They must learn that God is love, and every tention was here rity M by. sano cmane 
atom is impelled, propelled and inspired by | ~~ sprees ee a ae 
a penca; prop mspıred DY | man doing here? His name is Hunter” —(the 
Infinite love, and that future ‘‘iones”’ awaiteth | brother of a lady present who passed away 
them. Old Theology teaches that death is a Bry! years ago) maces is m old my a 
grim monster, standing ready to grasp God's | Vid Beattie.” I then thought of a brother 
children. No wonder they sigh. Spiritu- who passed Sway Wun Sot ay youn 


` : age; but 1 found afterwards, from the a 
alism teaches that death is the pale angel of pearance so minutely described, that it on 


a father’s love, hovering along the paths of} an uncle, who passed away at ninety years of 
earth to gather the roses and transfer them} age. Mr. H. then went to a young man pres- 
toheaven. The idea of Spiritualism is based'| °9' weakly in his health, and prescribe for 

Gen ss B .„ |him. Turning to me, he said—*Tom” [a 
on ‘‘ionice’’ conditions. Your system of faith 


; as brother] ‘‘has much to say to you, but we 
is alleged to have a demoralizing influence of | cannot keep Dan longer now.” He (Mr. 
men and women. 


I feel assured that of all | Home) then sat down and said“Don’t tell 
systems of ethics none show more rectitude, | Dan what he has done.” He shortly passed 


"i i ERES i into a similar state as when passing into the 
Not-only arë 'they! Snepiced’ hyisliinthene yy trance. To those who had never seen the 


that the best beloved who have gone befote| trance state it was most strange. The head 
are near to soothe, but the general proposi- | slowly moves forward and gives signs of re- 
tion, that no such thing as forgiveness can | turning consciousness; the eyes begin to 
come between cause and effect, must have a| come forward and the pupils reach the centre, 


direct influence for good. It must be a slip- pris tè arate oo sech forea 


pery code, indeed, that teaches an escape | for possession, it isa relief when the eyes be- 


Sot 


of God. Spiritualists are theadyocates.of 
God and man. For daring to uxsert that 
God is better than they have represented 
Him to be, and that man is not totally de- 
prayed they are called infidels, 


They are right when they say that Spiritu- 


seat BeF 


Aman or woman who attacks | again. = 
A seance took place at Miss Jones’, on 


September 2ist, when eight persons were 
present. They had been seated at the table 
but a short time when the room began to pul- 
We see at once that Spiritualists ignore | sate and shake; the table, a large one, after 


the character,of another issitting in the studio 
of the divine artist for his or her own daguer- 


full eighteen inches, and suspended for about 
one minute, then gently lowered down ; after 
which Mr. Home became entranced, a soft 
ale light playing over his face, which the 
half illuminated state of the room enabled us 
to see clearly. 3 His = were T an he 
= y walked round the room placing bis hand on 
(Nore :—Mr. Foster concluded with ån | the head of each as he pict yb removing 
inspirational poem, which was impossible to|any impediment from his path. He then 
correctly transcribe to paper. The aboye| seated himself in the chair by the side of 
are the leading ideas of a most interesting | Miss E. Jones, remarking that there was some 
léctu Should any of the dates in statis. | “i#iculty in communicating; for they were 
clea pacts OE O A by such a number of friends- and 
tics prove to be incorrect, the reader will] ancestors of many generations back, all anx- 
please attribute them to the reporter, and not | ious to be} understood, but strangers to that 


early centuries still startle the inhabitants of 
We believe that love and good- 


God’s character in matter and mind. 


There is plausibility in my assumption that] to the speaker; as the former would be most mode of communication ; his trance state be- 
the present age is as well calculated to judge | likely to be at fault.) L.M. | ig much the same to them as it would be to 


s us to see a person for the first time in a faint. 
of the decrees of the Almighty Father, and | n Human Naire. Then their brother William was near, whom 
even better, in regard to this book, than the 


minds of 1800 years ago. It is an error 
of many minds, that the words of every 
language has an interchangeble equivalent in 
another. Linguists will tell you it is not so, 
that in French there are words that cannot be 
expressed in any other. For example we have 


“cognett”” ‘‘boquet,” “depot.” Ask any | 


French or German scholar if there is 
not an immense and incalculable loss of beau- 
ty and purity in translation. How many you 
hear regretting that they are not German 
scholars, that they might the better appreci- 
ate Goethe and Schiller. And is it unfair to 
suppose the same holds true in translations of 
the Bible ? 

In the early centuries there were differences 
of opinion among the fathers in regard to the 
duration of punishment. It continued for 
centuries, and I may say is not decided yet; 
for those who take the Bible as their guide, 
differ as much among themselyes as Spiritu- 
alists do from them all. But they give each 
other the right to differ among themselves. 
These words are handed down to you by those 
who believed in eternal punishment. Noth- 
ing is said by the translators of the opinions 
of the opposite side. Some few honest com- 
mentatorshave merely mentioned them. The 
word ‘translated for eternal punishment is 
tone. Themeaning of ione does not convey 
a possibility of meaning eternal punishment. 
It conveys an entirely opposite meaning. Jone 
is one of those words in the Greek language 
that it is impossible to expressin another. It 
is this; that it isa condition that receives 
according to the virtue of its genius. The 
sione” of a pear tree or a plum tree may 
both be full and perfect of themselves and 
different fromeach other. There may be the 
sione” of infancy, childhood, and manhood, 
each one perfect in and of itself. Does that 
sound like eternal? The ‘‘ionice”’ suffering 
would be in proportion to the offence that 


Spirit Manifestations at Clifton through | he represented to us by certain peculiarities 
Mr. Home. of manner and address, which were exactly 

characteristic of him and known only to them- 
To rue Evitor: Dear Sir.—I have for | selves, for he had passed away twenty years 
many years made it a duty to carefully em- jago. Their mother wished to communicate 
brace every opportunity for the study of spir- | with them, and turning to Elizabeth reminded 
itual manifestations. My mind being natur-| her how she [her mother] had before told her 
ally metaphysical, I was led away from my | that she was not called Elizabeth after any 
early religious bearings, and restiessly passed | friend or relative, but that circumstances at- 


freethinking mind, and found no resting place. | mental suffering, from which she had been 
Refusing to believe fully that the universe | relieved by the promises of holy writ; which 
was nothing more than the play of mechani- | likewise induced her mother to call her Eliza- 
cal and chemical forces, or that these were f beth, after the mother of John, in the hope 
only one unintelligent force moving through | that her life might be holy and blameless as 
all things, exhausting all conditions, yet it-|her’s had been. She then spoke of her long 
self unspent, unsatisfied, I still kept groping | illness, great weariness, constant yearning for 
after something that would convince me that| rest, their watchfuleare and love, to which 
the infinite universe must have an intelligent | she had always responded, though to them it 
Creator and Governor. At that time I was | had sometimes been obscured by the suffering 
led to think that if there was but one force | and weariness that had worn her frame away. 
moving behind all phenomena and eluding all | She then reminded them that she had passed 
analysis, the real and only type of that foree | away in her sleep, and spoke of the rest into 
must be Mind. The more I read and thought | which she had entered. At this time Mr. 
upon tke subject the more I saw it to be right | Home leant forward and placed his elbows 
that causation must be pushed from nature, | upon the table, and clasping his hands togeth- 
and, as I thought, must be delegated to the} er, he seemed to be transfigured, his face be- 
spiritual plane. I was jntroduced about this| coming indeseribably beautiful, while upon 
time to Swedenborg’s books, which did much | and around it played a pale bluish light. He 
| to reduce my spiritual chaos to order, and then breathed forth one of the most sublime 
teach me the difference between spiritual and fete they had ever heard uttered, and Mr. 
natural existence ; yet all seemed tome mere- | H. returned to a state of consciousness. 
ly pleasing hypothesis. On careful inward | They had seen Mr. Home for the first time 
examination, I found my mind did not and | but a few days previous to this, and had nev- 
could not realise such as positive knowledge, | er spoken to him of any personal friend or 
until Spiritualism came tomy aid. My moth- | circumstance. They could not therefore avoid 
er then “passed away,” and while doing 80 the conviction that they were in direct com- 
(although in body two hundred miles distant, ) | munication with the glorified spirit of their 
visited me. Henceforward, as above stated, | mother. 
I lost no opportunity afforded me to sift the} October 4th.—About eight o'clock, while 
phenomena. y long acquaintance with mes- | myself, Mrs. Beattie, and Mr. Home were 
merism well prepared me for such study. sitting, writing, and chatting, raps were free- 
Tam not here going to give a history of|ly heard. The alphabet being called for, the 
my spiritual experience, which I hope some- {following communication was given :—‘*You 
time to be able to do, but simply to state | must sit to-night, but not until eleven o’cléck.”’ 
that, after about three years’ fruitless inquiry | I sent for four individuals to be present. At 
as to positive results, I was blessed by many | 10.50 we went into the drawing-room, and 
rare opportunities granted me for examina- | by the time we were seated eleven o’clock 
tion. he only difficulty remaining was a|was striking. The manifestations at once 
desire for more evidence as to the identity of | began [in fact, Mr. Home seemed in a state 
spirits. of semi-trance from the time the intimation 
For many years i had desired to see Mr |had been given.] The house was shaken, 
Home, and to be the witness of the strange|and the table strongly moved. Mr. Home 


created the suffering. So with the ‘‘ione”’ of | manifestations I had so often read about, but | saw an individual walk across the room. I 


enjoyment. The translation of King James, 
is more liberal in other words than with this 
one. For instance the Greek word ‘‘bap- 
tidzo.’”? Some contended that it meant to 
sprinkle, and some to pour, others to plunge, 
asthe means to take one to heaven; and so 
they Anglicised the word, Why not Angli- 


cise ‘‘ione’’ in reference to its origin? If] came to reside with me. 


they had, they would not now have to bear 
the gloom, and such a pall of mental night as 
the doctrine of eternal punishment has thrown 
over them. It would then have accorded 
with the second text. ‘‘In my father’s house 


I never had the vanity to believe that I should"| was repeatedly patted and stroked by soft 
have the privilege of having that remarkable | hands; four individuals were similarly treated. 
man as my guest. Yet itis to give the his-| An accordion, which had been procured short- 
tory of his residence with me that I now |ly before from a music shop, was held by Mr. 
write, and I purpose doing so chiefly because | Home in one hand, the other hand being on 
it bears considerably upon the question of the | the table, when music of the highest order 
identity of spirits. was heard, sometimes like a concert far in the 

I arranged for Mr. Home to give readings | distance, then it would swell and come near. 
in Clifton, and on the 13th of September he | The alphabet was called for, and the sentence 
He was then totally | given—‘‘We ane waiting to welcome you to 
ignorant of all connected with me and my re- | our’’—as the last letter was rendered, the in- 
lations. strument began to play “Sweet Home” in 

At our first seance, on September 16th, | the most lovely manner, thus making the sen- 
manifestations took place of a physical. char- | tence complete, ‘* We are waiting to welcome 
acter, which would have told strangely upon| you to our sweet home.” The instrument 
material thinkers. At the second seance Concluded on 4th page. 


through every phase of thought peculiar to «| tending her birth had caused ber mother great ~ 
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Dear readers of the PRESENT AGE, 
We give you kindly greeting, 
And trust in spirit we may have, 

Many a pleasant meeting. 


The hand of fate has led us out, 
Into this new field of duty, 

And we shall try to make it bright, 
With gems of living beauty. 


The work is new and strange to us, 
And not of our own choosing, 

But when our angel guides say go, 
We think not of refusing. 


Mrs. Love M. Willis, will express in different 
language, and resort from necessity, to differ- 


the same result. = 

We care not what the object may be upon 
which shall be first concentrated the united 
efforts of Spiritualists. Let it be a Univer- 
sity, or Industrial schools, Unitary homes, or 
an Industrial Institution, to which our worn 
out mediums and speakers may retire from 
their more public labors.and yet be useful to 
themselves and others; whatever it may be, 
let us do something, not for the sake of Jesus, 
but for the sake of humanity. Let us mani- 
fest by our deeds as well as words that we 
mean a moiety at least of what we profess. 
Tn this direction we have a great educational 
work among Spiritualists; we would if pos- 
sible, incite to more devotedness and willing- 
ness to sacrifice for the furtherance of our 
cause, which is the cause of all mankind. 


Shall we have a Camp Meeting. 


It has been suggested that during the en- 
suing year, there be held at some central and 
convenient place in Michigan, a State Camp 
Meeting, which shall be not only a meeting 
for the Spiritualists of the state, but also a 
Lyceum Convention, to which all the Lyceums 
in the state should bé invited to send repre- 
sentatives, Leaders and scholars. 


be seperate and distinct. Whereupon the 
Chicago Tribune takes brother Tilton. to task, 


ent argumentation, yet all will aim to reach | and stoutly contends that it is the civil con- 
tract alone that constitutes Christian mat“ 


riage ; also that Christ specified the only aĉ- 
tion which, on moral grounds, renders this 
contract void. The Tribune further remarks 
that Mr. Tilton, may as well abandon Chris- 
tianity at once, and raise the banner of Four- 
ierism, for that is where his position will at 
last drive him. When it is assumed, that 
God’slaw as announced in the soul, may be- 
come the action of resistance to legal re- 
strictions, the rightful authority of both 


church and state, in controlling the action of 


men, is at an end. 

The 7ribune’s view regarding what consti- 
tutes Christian marriage may be correct, but 
Mr. Tilton is one of a large class who pro- 
pose to make similar innovations on the Chris- 
tian era, that Jesus did on the age of Moses. 

Woman Suffrage, Woman’s wages, woman’s 
education, are problems which, when settled 
willimpart that divinity to marriage, which 
has been so long professed, but never realized. 
The Catholic World is right when it says, 
that this modern Woman’s Right’s movement 
is “another chicken of an extensive brood 
hatched by modern Spiritualism.” We plead 


guilty to the charge, and shall yet be proud 


to claim the merit. 


other contributors. Our offer holds good to 
the children for a photograph of Mrs. W. to 
every one who sendsone dollar, anda new 
subscriber for six months, We shall do all 
we can for the children, but we advise all to 
send for the Lyceum Banner. Every Spiritu- 
alist who has a family of children, and does 
not take this semi Monthly Magazine, is neg- 
lecting an important duty in that direetion. 
Send one dollar and get it, or get a new sub- 
scriber for the Acr, and send us $2,50 and 
we will send both papers for a year. 


Meetings in Kalamazoo. 


The last Sunday of December, A. B. 
French addressed large and intelligent audi- 


ences, morning and evening. This able and 
eloquent exponent of our Philosephy has won 
the good feelings of all who have listened to 
him the several Sundays he has lectured in 
Kalamazoo. k 

Miss Nertre M. Perasg, was last Sunday, 
the first after her return to the state, cordial- 
ly greeted by a large audience, morning and 
evening. She will lecture again next Sunday 
at the usual hours, and also each of the Sun- 
days of January. 


One Year behind time. 


At least our foreman made us so to appear 
in our last issue, by the date on first page. 


The Old and the New. 


Noiselessly the Old Year has glided past, 
with many a strange history hid in his bo- 
som, many a secret sorrow that was breathed 
to him alone, many a withered flower in his 
coffin-crown, and many a tear-gem fastened in 
his burial robes. We love the dead year 
which the progress of to-day will make so old 
to-morrow ; for he has smiled on our joys 
and wept over our sorrows ; he has sung an- 
thems of welcome to our new-born babes, and 
requiems over our darlings departed ; and 
even now his spirit seems to beam out from 
the Eternal Past listening to the brave re- 
solves we breathe to the bright Young Year, 
whose happy face smiles out from among 
flowers of snow, and whose starry eyes are 
looking far into an unclouded future! How 
much nearer to Heaven the old year brought 
us than any heroic period preceding kim! 
So near that we have sometines caught 
glimpses of tender angelic faces bending 
down through clouds of unbelief and the lov- 
ing sun-beams, more potent than any artist- 
hand, have caught their intangible shapes 
and kissed them into life-like pictures for our 
eyes! Brave deeds have blossomed in every 
foot-print of the departed year: for noble 
men and women, touched by the unseen hand 
of divine truths seeking embodiment, have 
waged war with wrong and oppression every- 


vocation is the solution of the problem. | For the Present Age. 

What shall be done for {he women underbid- | Mediumship—Its Laws and Conditions. 
ding each other? And yet it has net been 
given. Rosa Bonheur took it in defiance of 
custom and prejudice, and in the slaug hter- 
houses of Paris learned what the schools of 
Art denied her. To-day the world takes off 
its hat to Rosa Bonheur, and swings its censer 
of late praise before her. Harriet Hosmer 


BY MRS. MARIA M. KING. 
NO V. 
The forces of nature at the command of 


spiritual beings who understand their use, are 
all sufficient for the purpose of producing 
phenomena, such as has astonished the world 
since the advent of the Spiritual Dispensa- 
wandered from city to city, seeking instruc- | tion. Notwithstanding this fact, which 
tion in sculpture. By the merest chance, St. | should be so evident, many philosophers have 
Louis recognized her genius and forgot her | pronounced, and do pronounce the phenomena 
sex, and to-day in the Merchantile Library | produced directly through the agency of dis- 
Hall of that city, stand her imperishable | embodied human spirits, the result of trickery 
achievements, Beatrice Di Cenci, Puck and | on the part of ‘so-called mediums.”? Such 
others. Marble chiseled into such exquisite | trickery nature herself is forever perpetrating, 
shapes, tells no tales of sex—it simply says, | and through precisely the same subtle agents 
Anna Dickinson wrested her voca- | that spiritual beings use when they would 
tion from the unwilling censorious world, | call the attention of men, to the important 
and built a name for herself which is honora- | fact that intelligence is not all embodied in 
ble. From Maine to California, her burning | fiesh, neither all power over the physical ele- 
eloquence rings, and scoffings have turned to | ments confined to physical man. The thun- 
approvals. der peal is a “rap,” and the lightning flash 
How differently men take their places in| that accompanies it, reveals the subtle agent 
the world! There are no interdicted places| that produced it. The scathing, blasting 
to them, no spheres outlined for them—in| lightning, whose forked tongues of flame 
whatever groove nature or education designed | scatter terror and devastation is nature’s i j 
them to run, that they can do—human laws | beneficent agent, notwithstanding men stand 
or customs do not lay an obstruction before | in awe of it. Itserves her divine purpose of 
them! Does a son wish to be a lawyer? | equilibriating the forces of the atmosphere, so 


The College gives him the best instruction | that men may breathe a purer element, and 
all nature rejoice with him, that stagnation 


genius. 


Mie aa 


a 
i 


Well, the late affair about which we set out and discipline, the law-school furthers and di- 
to say something, is’ not without a moral. 
The manner in which Beecher and Colfax 
have become connected with it,increases the 
public curiosity. Every body will read 


about it, and a few will reflect, until they are 


We should be very sorry to have the PRESENT 
Ace, really so far behind the time, profess- 
ing as it does, to keep at least fully abreast 
with all the great reformatory movements of 


the day. 
We think we have made some progress 


where, and many a laurel crown will remain 
immortal, the genérous gift of the good Old 
Year ! 


Our nation, with a clear, well-balanced 
Head, brave and busy hands and feet moving 


along the flowery path of peace, rings out a 


We see no reason why this proposition may 
not be followed up, at least by a discussion of 
its propriety, and practical suggestions be 
elicited as to the time and place of holding 
such a meeting. We favor the proposition, 
and suggest that it be held in connection with 


rects toward one end what is begun, and in | is not possible with nature's method of doing 
due time and with due ceremony, the young | things. The tiny spirit rap, produced as it 
student is inducted into the office of attorney, | is by the concerted action of intelligent be- 
and a career of success or dishonor depends | ings. serves the same purpose in nature, that 
solely upon himself. Mrs. Myra Bradwell of | the lightning does, viz; that of preventing 


And if the thoughts the angels bring 
Can make the paper brighter, 

Can strengthen one faint weary soul, 
Or make one sad heart lighter; 


If they can give one ray of hope 
Pas ~ To eheer the true reformer, 
To make the rugged way more smooth, 


‘The chilling blast seem warmer; 


If they can take the thorns away, 
And scatter flowers and mosses; 
And give the weary spirit strength, 
To bear life's heavy crosses; 
Then jeyously we will take ’th place 
` For which fate has designed us; 
And with willing hands perform the task, 
That angels have assigned us. 
f We will work for every true reform 
That agitates the nation, 
For temperance, weman suffrage, 
And equal compensation 
We work to destroy monopolies 
That absorb the poor man's gains, 
. That coines his warm blood into gold, 
And lives on his heart and brains. 
Thus with good-will to all and malice to fone, 
We trust that our work may be faithfully done, 
That no harsh reproof or cold stinging word 
From our beautiful paper may ever be heard. 
And we hope that no thought that we may indite 
Will make the Present Acr less useful and bright, 
We promise while with you to dooar best, 
To make the Aaz an ever welcome guest 
From North to South, frem Eastto West. 
— NETTIE M. PEASE. 


`: Diversity of Mind but Unity in Effort. 


When we announced last week the names 
of our associate and corresponding editors, 
we said each would give full and free expres- 
sion to their own views. That our readers 
may know the authorship of articles, which 
will from time to time appear in the editorial 

~ columns, the initials of associate and corres- 
ponding editors, will be attached, i 
: «It may be thought without reflection by 
some, that under this plan, with the variety 
of mind, as manifest in the varied and marked 

_ individualities of those whom we have ealled 
to our aid, that the readers of the Prasanr 
Acs, may be served each week with a medley 
of conflicting ideas, and that it will be a de- 


-| subject, and we believe have decided to hold 


“| den imposed upon the Spiritualists of any lo- 


from the fear of it, for ‘‘fear hath terment.”’ 


the Semi-Annual meetingof the State Asso- 
ciation. 
We notice the Methodist are agitating the 


a State Camp Meeting. Why should not the 
Spiritualists? Such a gathering may be 
made a season of pleasure and profit. These 
gatherings have been customary for some 
years in Massachusetts, and we see no reason 
why Michigan, with its thousands of Spiritu- 
alists should not have such a meeting. Kala- 
mazoo and Jackson, are no doubt, the best 
Railroad centres of thestate, but any point 
on the eentral road between the two places 
named, would be convenient and accessable 
from all directions. 

Some of the advantages over a meeting, 
such as we usually hold, are: 1st, The bur- 


cality where g Convention is held, and where 
they are expected to care for those who at- 
tend will thus be avoided. All who desire to 
attend, can provide their own provision, and 
by making a small tent can live without the 
expenditure of a dollar, except to pay Rail- 
road fare. And even this may be avoided 
by all within fifty or even one hundred miles, 
who have their own conveyances. 

2d. Thousands would go to such a meeting 
merely from curiosity, who would never hear 
a lecture or attend a meeting under any cther 
circumstances. They would thus be brought 
where they could listen, perhaps for the first 
time, to the teachings of Spiritualism, and be 
brought under its saving influence. We do 
not mean, to be saved from hell, but be saved. 


as the gallows. 
penalty the only censideration which may be 


prepared to take more advanced ground, and 
perhaps cuncede that justice equally demands, 
the defense of ‘‘domestic honor” in the per- 
sons of helpless women, as of drunken men. 
W. 


Capital Punishment. 


The question of Capital Punishment is yet 
to some extent, being agitated in this State, 
and probably will be, by a dissatisfied clergy, 
as long as there is the shadow of hope of a 


return to their favorite Mosaic law, instead of 


that recommended and practiced by Jesus. 
We have written to Hon. G. W. Peck, for a 


copy of his report made, while Secretary of 


this State, devoted entirely to this subject. 
We shall continue to oppose the death penal- 
ty, so long as we live, publicly and privately, 
and while we believe there is little if any 
danger of its restoration, yet we remember 
that other States are watching us to ascertain 
the workings of our law, therefore we will 


agitate until we have battled this murderous 
system out of existence. 


In the meantime we are glad to find the 


following in an exchange, which purports to 
give the language of the newly elected Judge 


(Brown) of this District : 


“ The object of the punishment is three fold: first, 
and primary, to reform the offender; second, to deter 
others frem the commission of crime ; and, third, to 
deprive the offender of the power to prey upon socie- 
ty. Itcan hardly be said that the death penalty 
tends to reform the person upon whom it is inflicted. 
Other modes of punishment may be sufficiently se- 
vere to deter parties from the commission of almost 
any offense, could they be sure of their apprehension 


and conviction. Ifit is necessary for the protection of 


society to deprive the criminal of his liberty, it oc- 
curs to me that prison walls may be quite as effectual 
Nor is the humanity of the death 
urged 


since January Ist, 1869. To decide this af- 
firmatively, our readers will only have to take 
the number for January Ist, 1869, and com- 
pare with same date of the present year. 


“Is it Possible ?” 


Will our friends canvassing for the Prus- 
ENT AGE, please bear in mind that we can 
send the back numbers containing all the 
chapters of Mrs. Cridge’s new Story, with 
the above title. 
———————— 

From our Gorresponuting Editors. 


Salutatory. 


In assuming the position of corresponding 
editor to the Present Agar, I have little to 
offer by way of preliminary. Having been 
identified with the cause of Spiritualism du- 
ring the past fifteen years, and much of the 
time a public advocate of its claims, I feel 
that I am not altogether a stranger to those 
who will from week to week peruse its 
columns. Impaired health and the labors 
connected with preparation for a new field of 
action, necessarily remind me that the pleas- 
ant relations I have sustained to the Spiritu- 
alists of the country, must soon in a measure 
be terminated. To become wholly isolated, 
however, from so many brave souls, who real- 
ize the significance and scope of this move- 
ment, would be an intolerable thought, and I 
have therefore aceepted a position I feel at 
best but poorly qualified to fill. 

To write in the interest ofa popular cause, 
is an ordinary task, but he who attacks old 
opinions, creeds and customs on the one 


welcome to the New- Year full of heart-felt 
gratitude. 

Eveybody, even old ‘Father Time” him- 
self, turns over a new leaf now, and writes 
upon a fresh, white page! Let envy, nor 
jealousy, nor pride, nor prejudice mar a single 
sentence ;.but in the presence of that spirit 
of progress which has won hard-fought battles 
in the past, and sings songs of victory over 
the prostrate year, let us swear that we will 
henceforth be true to ourselves and all the 
world! Let us seek truth in every direction, 
listen to her ‘‘inner voices’’ however soft and 
low, and give her a welcome in whatsoever 
garb she may appear! ‘Too long have we 
heard the prose of bad logic, and the discord 
of conflicting theories: Let the New Year 
feel the pulsings of poetic heart-beats and 
see the the sweet illumination of a soul-life 
strong in its higher sympathies and true to 
its divine relationships. 


Fainter grows the tapers glow, 
Flickering o'er the face of snow, 
Father Time has laid so low ; 


On a pale and frosty bier, 
Where no one may shed a tear, 
Lies the grand and good Old Year. 


Springing up from ashes gray, 
Clad in garments bright as day, 
Comes the New Year glad and gay, 


High and strong our pulses beat, 
To the music of his feet, 
As our hearts go out to meet ‘ 


All the hopes his young hands hold, 
All the facts by seers foretold, 
All the good of New and Old. 


Chicago can tella different story. They will | stagnation. In what an abyss of chaotic, 
notadmit her to the bar, though she has | Stagnating elements the human mind would 
passed satisfactorily rigid examinations. | have been now, had if not been revived and 
What excludes her from practicing in our] Set to thinking by the thunder. peals that 
Courts? One thing only—she is a woman ! | have not ceased to echo, and re-echo through 
Only a woman! Does ason wish to be a| the civilized world for the last twenty-one 
minister? Helps come to him from every | years, since that first rap sounded, it is hard 
source—publie opinion sustains him, public | to tell. However, it may be conceived that 
praise spurs him on, and when the day of his| something was considered necessary to be 
ordination comes, amid te deums and elo-| done by the ever careful mother, to set in | 
quence he is sealed to the ministry; and |healthy action, the sphere of mind in this $ 
thereafter if he wills, his course may be up- | nineteenth century, or she would not have 
wardand onward. Rey. Antoinette Brown | ised the hue-and-ery she has, and through i 
Blackwell has had a different experience. | such means. 
“Through good and evil report,” through the | Electric elements of different grades exist- 
scathing fires of criticism and reproach she | ingin the atmosphere, are as much at the 
has passed. Her way to the pulpit has been | command of spiritual beings within the at- 
over ‘‘burning plowsbares’’—the world that | mosphere. as mountains of rock, forests of 
applauded the man, hissed the woman, not be- | timber, beds of iron ore, etc., are at the $ 
cause she was a failure in what she attempted | command of physical man. The latter i 
but because she was a woman. If she shouldnot | materials, provided by nature for man’s use, 
succeed as wellas her brother divine, would | remain unused for particular purposes until 
you wonder? Have you not smoothed the|they are needed for those purposes, even 
pathway of the one, and planted thorns in| though ages pass, and decomposition does its 
the pathway cf the other ? work again and again, on accumulated stores 

Rey. Mrs. Van Cott could tell of days and of this material. Thus. with those subtle f 
nights of sleepless anxiety over her choice of | elements that spiritual beings, in common 
vocation. Not because she distrusted herf With nature herself boone They, as nature’s 
own ability, or doubted the genuineness of | POWerful hand to do efficient work, use them ł 
her motives, but because she dreaded the cru- | #8 they have need for every purpose they will 
cible in which all women are tried, if they | 8°tTVe- Thus spiritual phenomena as they l 
over step the limits. Though she was severe- have prevailed since introduced, were for this 
ly censured by some, yet the Methodist church | 28° 5 and therefore it is no marvel that they 
is generous and progressive, and she was bet- | Were not introduced in ages previous. 
ter sheltered and protected in it, than she} Spirit circles for the production of Physi- 
would have been in the bosom of any other cal phenomena, station themselves in the at- 
church. And if these lines should fall under | mosphere directly over the locality of the 
the eye of my old professor Dr. Jesse T. physical circle or medium ; a circle of spirits 
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tate Associa- j against it. Its effect upon th it, be but i > ige . 
Pattare from tho course heretofore puraved of | The board of Trustees of the State Asocia | ar Ou chess upon the mmamuniy gn be but | hand, while he. sooka on the other to arrest | mor me Prosent age. Peck, whom yet I shrine in my heart of | being within the apartment that contains the 
tion are to meet at the Editorial rooms of the | jp their estimation, the value of human life rather than | "Pe impetuous tide of public sentiment, an Am I Right? hearth as one of the best of men and teach-| latter, and another in the atmosphere above 


exercising a careful guardianship over these 
columns. This question, however, will be 
satisfactorily answered, by a moment’s consid- 
eration of the ability and prominent charac- 
teristics of those comprising the entire edito- 
tial corps. Nearly all haye been for many 
years, publicly identified with Spiritualism, 
fully conversant with its past history and 
present needs. Loveland, Willis, French, 
Whipple, Wadsworth, and Mrs. Horton, are 
well known, the country over, as not only 
among the oldest, but ablest advocates of our 
philosophy. The other three person making 
the complement of editors, Mrs. Love M. 
Willis, Miss Nettie M. Pease and Mrs. E. L. 
Watson, although not solong and prominently 


turn it into broader and freer channels, has a 
work that requires the most unremitting en- | 
ergy. Such is peculiarly the work of Spirit- 
ualists, and to it we should bring our undivi- 
ded attention. In our present disintegrated 
state, we are obliged to battle almost single 
handed and alone, with a world in arms, and 
yet the victories we have won, and triumphs 
our cause has gained within the past twenty 
years, is without parallel in the history of 
the world. 

Having watched this progress with the 
most earnest solicitude, and with firm faith 
in and for the future, I feel it not less a 
duty than a pleasure to communicate with 
those who share in common with me the 


increase it.” 
_—_———_q m 


“SILVER SPRAY.” 


As I gat last night, in the soft moonlight, 
Sweet slumber closed my eyes, 

And my spirit free floated out tosee 
The beauties of dream-land skies. 


Present Acr, Tuesday January llth, and 
we suggest this subject for their considera- 
tion, and ask the Spiritualists of the state to 
express their views in relation thereto. The 
whole could be placed under the direction of 
the Officers of the State Association, who, 
could no doubt arrange for a good boarding 
house or tent on the ground, te supply the 
wants of those who might prefer it to the 
plan proposed of carrying their own pro- 
Visions. 

We call-attention to the subject thus early, 
to afford opportunity for obtaining expres- 
sions pro or con, end to give ample time for 
consideration and preparation. 


the building. This, when important demon- 


na ma 


I thought as I sat on the platform of the | ers, I would like to ask him how he stands : 
Cleveland woman suffrage Convention, how | on this question of ‘equal rights,” irrespec- | Strations are to be made, and through two 
many religious sects were working together | tive of sex and color. In his incomparable grades of operators, as described in the last 
harmoniously, all pet creeds for the time ig-| school (T. C. A.) girls and boys were ad- article. The controlling spirit of the circle 
nored, and only the one idea of equal free-| mitted—the same course of study prescribed stations himself above all, at such a distance i 
dom for all elaborated and urged for conside- | for each—the same discipline administered— | ** suits his oma se’ of controlling all opera- 
ration. Every year finds the barriers between | the same incentives to exertion urged upon Mons of the three circles subordinate to his 
different churches, less high and insurmounta-| both sexes. The chapel school to the elo- will. The battery thus formed is in strength 
ble. The paper wall between old and new | quence cf boys and girls‘alike, and I do not | #°°°Tding to the force employed. Large cir- 
school Presbyterians has been taken down, | remember of ever hearing a syllable from his | “!& comprising from ten to fifty in all,’fre- 
the divorced parties are reunited, and the/lips that did not apply with equal force to | ently combine their forces for private’ or 
world rejoices over their nuptials. People| both. His training spoiled me, and ever af- | PUblic seances, accomplishing wonders, asthe “ | 
are caring more for the spirit than the letter | ter the two ‘distinct spheres” of men and | World deem them, in producing startling phe- 
of the law, hence they are less restricted in | women were terribly tangled, and for the life | "°™en@ and a variety of it. Three well 
opinion, and more enlarged in human sympa- | of me I cannot tell where one begins and the | trained operators, under the superintendence 
thy and charity. Jesus sternly rebuked the | other ends, so overlapped and intermingled | °f è strong willed, experienced controller can 


I rose as air on the wings of prayer, 
And my spirit broke the chain, 

That bound it here to this earthly sphere, 
This world of toil and pain. 


I thought I stood near a leafy wood, 
Qn an old rock worn and gray, 

On its sides were seen the mosses green, 
Kissed by the light of day. 


And over me like a royal canopy, 
Was a sky of cloudless blue, 

And angels bright from the realms of light, 
Seemed peering the azure through. 


And from my feet to their deep retreat, 
The wild waves leaped in glee; 


identified with the cause as those named, yet, 
are favorably known to the Spiritualistic pub- 
Jie. All are inspirational speakers and writers. 

It is true, we have here combined a diversi- 


thought to see in thisdiversity a unity. We 
think we have been equally fortunate in secur- 


every one connected with the Presenr Acz, 
believe the time to have fully come for construc- 
tive work. Further, that to purpose the ac- 
complishment of some high and noble object, 
of an educational or humanitarian character, 
would do more to unite the now discordant 
elements among us, and tend to advance our 


received, at the hands of the press, is indica- 
ty of talent, but it requires only a second tive of the backward state of public senti- 
ment in thig country, touching the most vital 
questions of reform. The query with most 
ing Contributors. We are confident that | everybody is, ‘Did Mr. Richardson and Mrs. 
McFarlan, comport themselves in strict accor- 
dance with accredited Christian eustoms?”’ 
If not, they should be condemned. If they 
did so comport themselves, then they are ex- 
cusable. 
enfrom her home by the abuse of a brutal, 
drunken husband; that she went upon: the 


_—_—_— Oo 
The Richardson Tragedy. 


~The treatment which this whole subject has 


It is known that Mrs. F. was driv- 


Singing a song as they swept along 
Like the anthem of the free. 


There were waves of light and ereamy white, 
And many tints of green, 

And the brightest dies caught from the skies, 
That mortal eye had seen. 


And pure and white in the golden light, 
Rose the mist on the morningair, 

Like a silvery screen 1t hung between 
This world and yen orb sọ fair. 


And in the mist, by the sunbeams kissed, 
Just over the fearful ridge; 

An unseen hand had the wild waves spanned, 
By a beautiful rainbow bridge. 


From the rocky fleor to each distant shore, 
And far out on the banks of green, 

Those brilliant dies neath cloudless skies, 
Were plainly to be seen 


same aspirations and hopes. My regret is 
that the toils of the library, and causes at- 
tending a course of legal study, will occupy 
so much of my time and thought, that I can 
only devote an occasional hour to the readers 
of the Present Agr. I shall look forward, 
however, to these as the traveller on the 
bleak wastes of the desert does to the palm- 
shaded oasis in the distance. 

The continually increasing influence and 
prosperity of the Present Aar commends it 
still more forcibly and earnestly, to those de- 
sirous of disseminating reformatory and pro- 
gressive ideas; and the worthy and able 
corps of editors and contributors that it has 


pharisees for their overweening anxiety over|arethey. Cannot tell did I say ? 
their formulas, and aecused them vehement- 


ly of ‘devouring widow’s houses the while|me, when it took my gentlemen class-mates : 
or of “paying | and feasted them sumptuously while it refused | Pe disastrous. It, more than numbers, secures 


2? 


they made long prayers; 
tithe of mint, anise and cummin, while omit- 
ting the weightier matters of the law, judge- | bles! Public opinion told me, when I ven- 
ment, mercy and faith.” tured to say I wished I might study theology, 


Unconsciously perhaps, we are under the and preach. The Board of Education told 
same condemnation of those phylactered Jews. | me, when in their seminaries and public 
We boasted of our free institutions, made | schools I was paid as women are paid and not 
parade over our republican government, and | 25 men ! And myriad voices, treble and bass 
were vain of our religious tolerance, but the | tell me to-day, as I stand up firmly for the 
late civil war woke us from that delusion, | Tights and privileges so long monopolized by 
and showed us without a mist between, what | men. DoI not know, both from experience 


me the crumbs even that fell from their ta- 


Ah! but | Work powerful manifestations when conditions 
I can tell tomy sorrow! Yale College told favor them. Skillis all important for every 


one engaged, especially where failure would 


strong currents, and applies them properly. 
Although the chief operator’s will controls all 
the movements, as already stated, he must 
first educate his subordinates to generate cur- 
rents of the proper character; must exercise 
them in this art until they are proficients in 
it, or they cannot effectually assist him. His 
will cannot impart skill, though it may ef- 
fectually direct in its exercises by his assis- 
tants, after practice sufficient is had to con- 


stage to procure bread for her starving chil- 


Where the wild waves leap from the rocky steep, We could | and observation where these ‘diverse spheres” stitute each, his well trained subject. 


cause more than all the preaching we can 
bring te bear upon the public mind. It is 
evident to every observer that we now need 
work, rather than talk. That, asa part of 
. the human family, we have just now more to 
-do with earth and earthly things, 
seenes beyond, of which we now have buta 
very imperfect knowledge. That while we 
should seek to obtain as far as possible, in 
our present state of development, a knowledge 
_ of our relation to the powers and forces of the 
: Spiritual Universe, and while we seek all the 
_ the aid possible for,us from the inhabitants of 
the spirit realm ; yet, there is work for ns, 
and it is time as Spiritualists to practi- 
cally realise this important faet. 
From the commencement of the publication 
‘of this journal, this has been the prominent 
idea we have endeavored to impress upon the 
minds of spiritualists. We have to this end 
favored every effort looking towards anity 
and co-operation. Hence we have worked 
earnestly, for local, State and National organ- 
izations, and propose to do so in the future. 
It isminds imbued with these sentiments ; 
persons unambitious so far as individual in- 
terests in any way conflict with the good of 
the cause, that we have intended to call to 
the support of this paper, and aid in the pro- 
mulgation of this view of our duties and ob- 
ligations. 
No doubt the thoroughly logical and search- 
‘ing mind of a Loveland, the science-loving 
Whipple and Wadsworth, the impulsive earn- 
est French, Willis, the sympathetically organ- 
ized and finely attuned instrument which an- 


gels delight to use, the ever charitable and | absence of a union of souls and sympathies, 
no legal ceremony ean make one and indis- | Mrs. Watson will write as health, and domestic 


solvable, what God has eternally decreed to | duties will permit. Weshall also be favored by 


affectionate Mrs. Horton, and the eloquent 
and poetic Mrs. Watson, Nettie Pease and 


dren, while the husband was making the 
nights hideous with drunken companions in 
neighboring saloons. 


theatre in which Mrs. F. played, in the char- 
-,, | acter of a reporter forthe Tribune. Some of 
ihan with the lady’s friends asked Mr. R. to accompa- 
ny her to her lodgings at the close of the per- 
formance, which he did. The husband learns 
the fact, and fired with brandy, and jealousy, 
followes Richardson under cover of dark 
ness, and attempts with the use of a revolver 
the defense of his ‘‘domestic honor.” 
last when he hears of the legal release of his 
wife, and suspecting tha 
soon claim her ag his own, 
reaches a crisis, and he goes deliberately into 
the counting room of the Tribune shoots 
Richardson a second time, inflicting a mortal 
wound. A large class justify these acts of 
the ‘‘injured”’ husband, and condemn in un- 
measured terms the resolution of the wife to 
leave the ‘‘bed and board” of such a man. 


symptom of a wide-spread discontent, arising 
from the fact that existing marriage, is made 
to serve the selfish interests of one party at 
the expense of the other. 
enough who are ready to condemn the indi- 
vidual tyrant, against whom they hurl their 
anathemas, while but few reflect that it is the 
system of tyranny, which most needs to be 
dealt with. 


Mr. R. attended the 


At 


Richardson will 
1s jealousy again 


It occurs to but few that this case is a 


There are people 


He insists that mar- 


with other duties, will not permit her to super- 
Brother Tilton in the Independent, is one | vise every week, as we had hoped, our chil- 
among a very few, who view the subject from | drens department. 

this latter standpoint. 
riage is not above a civil contract, that in the | understand that they will be entirely neg- 
lected in the columns of the Present Aaz. 


Where they rport on the fearful ridge, 
I saw there stand an angel band, 
On that beautiful rainbow bridge. 


There was one in white whose face was bright, 
With the glory of heavenly skies, 

In each shining fold of her locks of gold, 
Were the flowers of paradise. 


Who could she be that from over death’s sea, 
Stood there in the morning ray, 

From shore to shore above the wild waves roar, 
Came the name of ‘SILVER Spray.” 


Why came she here to this mortal sphere, 
And why did she take her stand 

On that bridge of air, so frail and fair, 
Upheld by an unseen hand! 


Oh ! death's river 1s deep, but it cannot keep 
Two loving souls apart, 

For God's own hand, has the wild waves spanned, 
And brought them heart to heart. 


And day by day, will SILVER Spray, 
On that beautiful bridge descend, 
Bringing words of cheer, to loved ones here, 
From many a waiting friend. 


And year by year from yon star paved sphere, 
Will descend the angel hearted, 

Till those who wait this side death’s gate, 
Shall see the dear departed. 


This is why I'm here from yon distant sphere, 
To repeat the wondrous story, 

That at God's commands, bright angel bands, 
Are flooding this world with glory. 


That pain and fear may disappear, 
And every wrong be righted ; 
And every heart to its counterpart, 


Forever be united. 
N. M. P. 


The Children’s Department. 
The state of Mrs. E. L. Watson’s health, 


We do not want the children however, to 


gathered around it, inspires me with no ordi- 
nary pride, that I am enabled to associate 
myself with those whose talents I cannot 
hope to reach, and yet whose genius I would 
gladly emulate. 

It is sometimes customary in appearing be- 
fore the public in a new attitude, to make a 
declaration of those motives and principles that 
shall govern future action. To this end we 
can say but little: we have no fresh issues to 
bring before the public. We believe in the 
broadest, deepest, and truest reform compati- 
ble with the present state of society. We 
wouldadyoeate Woman’s rights, Man’s rights, 
and Children’s rights, and above all, human 
and equal rights—we believe in woman’s po- 
litical and social independence as well as 
man’s, and we just as firmly believe in 
the dependencies of each upon the other, 
for the broadest culture and happiness of all. 
We accept all phases of Spiritualism for what 
we conceive to be the real worth of each, and 
regard fraud, deception, fanaticism, lunacy, 
personal ambition, and selfish schemes for in- 
dividual aggrandizement not less tolerable in 
one place than another. We shall write as 
we feel—speak as we think—criticise or en- 
dorse the sentiments and views of others as 
our deepest intuitions shall dictate. We 
have no friends that we shall especially aim 
to please, or enemies that we desire to pun- 
ish. «There is room in the world for all 
that is in it,” and with the earnest wish that 
we may aid, in some small degree, in inaugu- 
rating the religion of the future, I make my 
bow to the readers of the Present AGE, as- 
suming the responsibilities of the position so 
generously assigned me, and await their 
verdict. A. B. Fasyou. 


‘-whited scpulchers’’ we were! 
not drown in our hogannas of praise, the 
wails and pleadings of the slaves. The ear 
of a compassionate God heard the discor- 


begin and end? Does not every thoughtful} The world has bad explanation after ex- 
honest woman knew; do not the laws of her planation of the spiritual phenomena, and 
own state tell her? Do not the avenues of| Still it does not yet quite understand the 


for the day of your redemption draws nigh I”? 


dant sounds, and He demanded the sacrifice | labor closed against her, with few exceptions 


of our first born as an atonement for such in-| tell her? Do not the different professions 
And this chastisement was not | Keep their honors out of her reach! Turn any 


way she pleases, limitations hedge her in— 
does she need any more proof of her inferior 
position? And if she steps out into the 
great world of thought and action, she does 


justice. 
severe enough-—still are we a nation of pre- 
tenders—still our vaunted star-spangled ban- 
ner waves over a people half slaves, still is, 
‘sweet land of liberty’? a mockery and mis- 
nomer. so at her peril. 

Punishment awaits us in a different quar-| Inthe realm of genius, are there queens 
ter. Our boys are not the ones now to be| as well as kings, but they are few of either 
immolated.. Says the statistics, ‘‘crime in-| sex, which wear its-crowns! And yet right 
creases faster among women than among | there, a queen peerless as Harriet Beecher 
men!’ Our girls and women are the suffer- | Stowe, is a disfranchised woman, pleading 
ers. Suicide, infanticide, prostitution and | unselfishly for freedom for the slave and jus- 
drunkenness are the legitimate results of the | tice for the master, the while she herself is a 
workings of society toward its women. | slave by virtue of the laws and custom, and 
While the population is denser, while marri-| master by virtue of her own genius! But 
ages are proportionately fewer and later, | Mrs. Stowe the Moralist, and Mrs. Stowe 
while machinery supersedes manual labor in| the censor of Byron are two different peo- 
agreat measure, but a few more avenues of|ple! “A woman to profane herself by 
honest labor have been opened to the increas- | such strictures!” Ah, Mrs. Stowe has 
ing number of unemployed women. Hence] run against the sides of her cage, and sə- 
in every city and village there is a ‘‘Bridgeg ciety pricks her through the bars! Men may 
of Sighs” in whose gloomy arches stand criticize and expose the actions of men and 

“<Legions of unfortunates women—Lola Montez, Adah, Isaac Menken 
Weary of breath” — and other world-renowned Aspasias, but let a 
The more favored women hear the cry of their | woman touch the world’s idol, if it bea man, 
half-starved, half-paid homeless sisters, and | and dirges toll where paeans rung ! 
they send the answer back. ‘We are work-| I wish I could find one exception to the 
ing to help you! Be patient and hopeful, | rules laid down for women. I wish society 
would consider its component parts alike, as 

Justice is not winged—it crawls. Give|if conscious that the one-half men and one- 
women choice of vocation has been their de-| half women made up the integer, and any 
mand for twenty years! Itis the demand of] lessening the intrinsic value of one fraction, 
every philanthropic heart, for in choice of| lessens the value of the unit. M.M. C. 


method in use by spirits to produce them. 
Therefore it is proper to inspire yet more -ex- 
planations, so as, if possible, to convince of 
the true method at length. A circle of 
spirits are a magnet to a certain grade of 
forces, as they are fitted by nature, and as 
they fit themselves artificially tobe. Thus, 
the lowest grade employed to aid in produc- 
ing Physical manifestations are so nearly 
allied to physical electric forces, that they 
readily clothe themselves with these when 
they enter the atmosphere preparatory to 
their work, and thus constitute themselves 
magnets, as before said, to that grade of ele- 
ments. A spirit must wear a heavy garment 
of these elements, one in which a force exists 
attractive to its like, through which the will 
of the intelligence it clothes can act to collect 
of its like, or nothing can be accomplished 
by it. It must constitute itself a giant in 


proportions as it stands clothed in this order z 
of elements as a force to act upon, like sur- 7 
rounding elements. 


(To be continued.) qf 


ee ae D 


For the Fresent Age. 
WOULD’ST THOU BE BLEST. 


BY £. N. W. 


Wonld’st thou be blest? do good; do good; 
See how the single drop of rain, 
Ripens the earth; ripens the gelden grain. 
Would'st thou be blest ? work, work ‘tis Jaw, 
That theu should’st ever seek tofind, 
Some action worthy the immortal mind. 
Would’st thon be blest? through efforts small, 
Thou may’st do good, with right intent, e 
Despise them not, such are heaven sent, 
As greater deeds that win applause 
Of men, and will not fail to bring 
Richest blessings frem thy heavenly king, 
Would’st thon be blest ? show forth thy love 
Te all of earth, both semel! and great; 
For the love that Christ did preach, the world doth walt. 
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_ excited. They must do somethitig to put 


MRS. LOVE M. WILLIS, 


All communications for this Department should be ad- 


dressed, No. 16 West 24th St., New York City. 


A RHYME FOR THE HOUR. 
[1859—1870.] 

BY WILLIAM He BURLEIGH. 
As in the Past’s great deep abysmal 
The Old Year drops, some memories dismal 
Weave their datk threads with hopes and fancies 
That brighten as the New advances ; 
Sighs blend with songs of gratulation; 
Gleam follows gloom in alternation ; 
Our very joy is tinged with sadness, 
And grief is qualified by gladness. 


Some loves, some friendships, fondly cherished, 
Have, haply, with the Old Year perished ; 

Some fearg have gone—some foes we dreaded 
Vex us no more—are dead- or wedded ; 

We've had our pains--our gain¢—our losses— 
Our fights—our frights—our crowns—our crosses ; 
And the lapsed year, in its comp!eteness 

Was filled with bitterness—and sweetness. 


But thanks for this !—the World is moving, 
Guided by Oxe all-wise, all-loving ; 

And year by year its air grows clearer, 

Its orbit nearer still and nearer 

To the Great CENTER, whose attraction 
Shall conquer yet all counteraction, 

And hold it in its sphere supernal 

By force centripetal eternal. 


And thanks for this !—through all the ages 
Its war with Wrong the Right still wages; 
And still, through changes and o'er chances, 
The blessed Cause of Truth advances ; 

‘And Freedom still, the strife maintaining 
With tyrant power, new fields is gaining ; 
And Earth, long held in Death’s subjection, 
Hastes to a glorious resurrection! 


- Mr. Thornton’s Diary. 


Jory 25.—I have been talking with Hel- 
en about the position that women hold and 
can claim as physicians, She insisted that 
woman would instinctively prefer to be at- 
tended by one of her own sex. But I claim- 
ed that men have through long ages given 
their attention to the science of medicine, 
and that woman are only novices in the study : 
Besides, men have decision, endurance, cour- 
age. Helen was equally sure that women 
had tact, intuition, sympathy, and a peculiar 
adaptation to conditions, and she sent me to 
study some of the facts in regard to the pro- 
gress of science among women. I found first, 
that among the Athenian women there was 
a sense of propriety sufficient to make them 
demand the attention of women at the birth 
of their children. But as only men ere | 
permitted to study medicine, there was often | 


be illy fitted to perform the task imposed up- 


on her. Yet it is said that the noble ladies | isadyantage. 
work themselves in wearisome drudgery. In 
co-operative house-keeping, ifmot carried to 
the fullest extent, included» only eo-ope- 
rative laundries and bakeries, would relieve 
their present condition greatly. A number of 
families in Cambridge, Mass. had organized 
with the intention of trying the success in 
the spring. It had already proceeded to ob- 
tain a store room, and to make arrangements 
for buying at wholesale prices. 
tion had been made as to the cost under the 
new arrangement, and it was found that it 
would be one quarter less than under the 
present system. 
and obtaining servants, would come under 
this committe. 


of Greece preferred the chances of death to 
the yielding of their rights. I was especial- 
ly interested in the imperfect history of a 
young Greek girl, whose name should be 
made familiar to our own time. Agnodice, 
fired by the ambition that lies so often smoul- 
dered in the breasts of women, determined at 
all hazards to fit herself for the practice of 
medicine. Her only means of accomplishing 
her purpose was by disguising herself as a 
man, which she did, after first confiding her 
secret to her country women. She went suc- 
cessfully through her studies and entered up- 
on her profession. Her practice became very 
reat, so that the envy of the profession was 


down this popular doctor, so they accused 
him of seduction. 


Agnodice under her disguise found herself 
in the court of Arriopagos to face the dread- 
ful accusation. Whatcouldshe do? She had 
no choice but to let her sex be made known. 
The male students were not softened by the 
knowledge that a woman had stood side by 
side with them in the medical school of He- 
rophilos, and had proved herself worthy of 
the honor of being a disciple of Esculapiaus. 
They followed her with bitter accusations, 
but the women of the city, those in high 
rank and position, came forward to testify 
for her. In a prosecution brought against 
her, the judges were forced by the strong in- 
fluence of the women, to acquit her ; and 
the influence of this trial was so great, that 
they were forced to repeal the law forbidding 

women to enter the public institutions and 
fit themselves for the medical profession. 


lt isa pretty picture that has come down 
through the centuries, a brave, noble one too, 
and one to shame our present age. Aunt 
Ruth had a letter last week from a cousin 
who had determined to fit herself for the du- 
ties of a physician. My blood boiled within 
me as I heard her ‘recital of the indignities 
and insults put upon her in the public insti- 
tutions. The professers who hold high posi- 
tions of public trust, made themselves brutes, 
by their coarse illustrations of the facts of 
medical science. When I ask myself if I 
would allow one of those men to attend Hel- 
en, in her time of trial, I am forced to say 
no. Then what position can I reasonably 
take in relation to the members of the medi- 
eal profession? I feel that I must regard 
and trust their skill and experience, but I 
must also consider their false position, and 
do. what I ean to take them from it. We 
need women of the highest culture, who shall 
illustrate the possibility of womanly skill. I 
might tell all the men in the world what wo- 
men can do, but if one woman would come 
forward and prove her capacity, she would 
do more than all my affirmations. A well ed- 
ucated, thoroughly trained female practi- 
tioner located here would elevate the whole 
Bex. 


A really sad event has taken place in our 
family—Susan has left us, just as we needed 
her most. Helen has trained her into hab- 
its of neatness, order and economy, until her 
services were really valuable, and then she 
found another place. But she has also illus- 
trated our teachings, for she went for higher 
wages. Could we blame her, who felt the 
whole wrongs of the sex, and deplored the 
necessity to which girls were forced? But 
in justice to Helen, this charitable position 
was taken through her. I almost swore at 
such ingratitude, such lack of appreciation 
I condemned the whole race of servers— 
they were ignorant, graceless, selfish beings. 
Helen said, “My dear, let us measure the 
value of fifty cents to these people: they es- 
timate its value through us: they see what 
we gain through a little money, and they de- 
mand the only reward of value in their eye. 
The reward for service must accord to the 


councils. 
New-York should be to promanate committees 
and sub-committees, for work, viz. : House- 
keeping Committee— Educational— Societa- 
ry—Humane— Working Women’s Aid— So- 
cial and Criminal Reform—Newspaper and 
Popular Literature—Social and Publie Re- 
ereation and Amusement— Art and Taste — 
Law and Justice. 

The first of these committees opened a 
a risk in employing a woman, lest she should! broad field of work. 


be that of education. 
are only schools for drill: boys and girls are 
forced into an unnatural process of discipline, 
to make them simply arithmeticians and 
grammarians. 
where children were taught naturally, and 


severed. He of course can-not sympathise 
with those whose lives have been barren of 
love, although they have been wedded for 
many years. It requires varied experiences 
to enable people to enter fully into the lives 
of others. Itis easy for us to condemn the 
position of others, but unless we can put our- 
selves in their condition, we cannot righteous- 
ly judgethem. By what spiritual law Judge 
Edmonds can assert that two inharmonious 
persons should live together and suffer, and 
condemn children to lives of inharmony, we 
cannot understand. Surely our knowledge of 
the laws that govern spiritual beingsis sympa- 
thy or love. Attraction is the magnet of souls. 
The gravitation of spirits is as certain as the 
gravitation of matter, and no amount of force 
or external law can bind together spiritual 
beings. The law of their beings alone can 
unite them. 

If this be so then by what authority can 
we say that men and women shall continue 
joined, who are virtually disjoined! Truly, 
this earth is each year taking upon itself, 
more and more, of the likeness of the spirit- 
ual. We are finding out more clearly the 
laws that govern us as spiritual beings, and 
it is only as we are true to what we are cer- 
tain is our highest and best condition that we 
can truly progress, 

Mrs Hatch, the musical Medium of Boston, 
is spending a short time in the city, and has 
been giving seances with good success. She 
plays upon the piano under the control of 
spirits, and also sings. ; 

The marvel seekers always find semething 
new and wonderful in the various circles that 
are held weekly under the influence of differ- 
ent mediums. There are daily inquirers 
among intelligent men and women for the 
facts of Spiritualism. There will never be a 
time when we shall not need such manifesta- 
tions as have been given through our best 
physical mediums. Men must see with their 
eyes, and touch with their hands before they 
can believe that spirit has a positive exist- 
ence, Ifour most conscientious mediums would 
keep a record of their seances, and strive to 
perfect the communication between the two 
spheres, we should soon have such positive 
evidence of spirit power that no one could 
gainsay it. 
OO EAE 


For the Present Age. 
CAR OF PROGRESS. 


different conditions, money cannot pay me; 
but it can Susan. Now Iam going to try 
the virtue of the reward of love. There is 
Kate, my old and long tried friend, that I 
have told you of. She is just now out of all 
employment, and before she seeks other, I 
will send for her. Of course we shall pay 
her but only just what we have paid Susan, 
and she will be also companion and friend.” 

I had a little misgiving at this arrange- 
ment, but trusted to Helen’s judgment, and 
so Kate is to be here to-morrow. 


Correspondence. 


Property Limitation and Usury. 


How shall the laboring class obtain their freedom 
from the oppressions of capitalists and corporations? 
A partial freedom would be obtained by the abolition 
of usury but a system of limitation of property of the 
rich, would insure a perfect freedom for all classes 
of society. Congress has already adopted a partial 
system of taxing the rich by imposing a heavier tax 
on large incomes thun on moderate ones. If the 
hording of money, results in wide-spread misery, 
clearly society, through legislative action, has the 
right to prevent such hording. Progressive minds 
are not united on the usury question ; bat upon this 
question there can be no controversy between them 
as to the justice of this proposition. Persons living 
inthe country and villages, do not know the amount 
of misery of the muss of inhabitants in our large 
cities. New York at present, contains over a million 
of inhabitants, and the mass of property is owned 
by about a dozen individuals,some ot them styled kings. 
Horace Greely advises these half starved inhabitants 
to leave the side-walks, and go to farming. He sup- 
poses this settles the question ; but the sufferings of 
vast portions of civilized people,demands a thoughtful 
consideration, and a removal of the cause. The 
Romans after ridding themselves of monarchs, and 
becoming a republic, still found themselves in slave- 
ry more tyranical than crowned rulers. They found 
the rich men to be their oppressors, and limited their 
property to a reasonable amount, passing their over- 
plus to the public treasury. 


Mrs. Pierce’s Address before the Wo- 
man’s Council. 


A brilliant assembly in the fine Artistic 
Hall of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion greeted the wife of Professor Pierce of 
Cambridge, whose widely read articles on Co- 
operative Housekeeping have given her arep- 
utation. She is a woman of slight, graceful 
figure, delicate organization, and with a voice 
of small compass.. Yet such was the force of 
her language and of the spirit with which she 
uttered it. That she chained attention from 
the first moment. She set forth her idea of 
the power and sphere of womanhood. Why 
is woman in her present condition? Because 
she is an isolated being—because she has 
never organized herself for work. What 
could man do thus isolated ?—nothing. He 
depended upon organized action for all the 
great work of the world. Look at our com- 


merce, our navigation, our systems of travel, 
of telegraphing, to whom did they belong ? 


to man, and he had brought them into their 
present perfection by organized labor. But 
where had woman stood all this time? each 
one was doing her work in a separate sphere. 
There was no concentrate action. There was 
a broad field of public action where woman 
could work if only she would commence—she 
need not want, even for the ballot. 

It had been proposed to unite women in 
this work, by forming what should be called 
a Parliament—each city and town forming 
The first work of this council of 


History is repeating itself; letus take the same steps 
to remove this oppression as did the Romans. 


The rich will defer the solution of this problem as 
long as possible, whose industry is chiefly devoted to 
devising means of adding to their power and wealth. 
At present we have but one Telegraph, and one Ex- 
press Co., in fact, in this country. Our Rail Roads 
are fast being absorbed by the Rail Road kings. 
This state of affairs should arouse the workingmen. 
The standard price of a days labor, of an unskilled 
workingman, is one dollar. Letthe question be set- 
tled at the ballot box, whether one man shall hold 
the products of millions of days labor, or return a 
portion to the public treasury, to be used for the 
benefit of the producers of it. Unless this question 
is agitated and steps taken to remoye this great in- 
justice, bread riots will beas common, ina few years 
as strikes at present. We donot suffer as much 
from the oppressien of the usurer, 3s wa do from the 
unprincipled capitalists. Persons are benefitted a 
great many times by paying interest, but no one is 
really benefitted by the hording of an immense 
amount of money—(flesh and. blood of the people,) 
and tyranny is generally the result of such hording. 

G. 


MSEE SE E 
San Francisco, Cau. Dec. 18th. 

Cou. D. M. Fox: My Brother. — 

I have just returned from up the coast. The sea 
got into a desperate rage so did my stomach, the re- 
sult is I have not yet read half the letters that 
awaited me. One from you (but one,) in it youspeak 
of other letters. Ipromise you my best by bravest 
thoughts. I will send as a contributor to the AGE 
the best items I can pick up this side the sea. 

I am making ready for another trip by sea. 
readers will hear from me. 

I am made so sad by the news of Mrs. Slade’s 
leaving us for the Morning Land. Her husband is 
indeed afflicted, but he will always be kindly cared 
for by the angels. . In a very little time he will go to 
join his angel friends. 


BY 8. N. W. 


What will stop the car of progress? 
Those monstrous wheels that rush 
Along, and yet, will surely crush 
Old error’s bones, dry as the stones; 
What will stop the pondrons car? 
Is it the famous God of war? 
Yes ! he will try his very best, 
To block this wheel, but can’t succeed; 
It is the very people’s need ; 
Oh no! the famous God of war, 
Can never stop this rolling car— 
Though he’s a giant, clad in mail, 
And though great armies him attend, 
They cannot alt, the law suspend, 
Which says, pregress, to happiness; 
So giant, with thy sword and lance, 
Retire, thy name is ignorance! á 


To‘ the Public. 


In the brief address which I recently made 
inviting co-operation in the Unitary Home, 
I set forth briefly what I would like. I will 
now add a few reasons why I would like such 
a home. 

Ist. It would cost less thana half as much 
as an isolated home, with equal accommoda- 
tions, to construct my share of it. 

2d. The current expenses of living in it, 
would not be more than one-third part as 
much as'in the isolated house. 

3d It would not demand half the time and 
care in providing for the table. 

4th. While in it, I could, when I desired 
it, be better protected from unwelcome com- 
pany, than in the isolated home. 

5th. Because being free from the cares and 
intrusions incident to isolated housekeeping, 
I could make a better division of my time, 
for labor and study, than otherwise. 

6th. Because I could, when I desired, have 
the best of companionship to aid me in our 
mutual studies, so that by a frequent inter- 
change of thought we could, by our joint 
expression, elaborate a science of human life, 
more eminently practical than any hitherto 
known to the world. 

Tth. Because such a home could be closed 
up and left, without hazard of loss, for weeks 
or months, while I might desire to be absent 
for health, business or pleasure. 

Sth. I would especially like it, because any 
intelligent laboring man with an industrious 
family could live in it, and from the earnings 
of such family could have more comforts, with 
less care, than the richest family, who con- 
sume ten times their earnings now have, liv- 
ing in isolation. 

9th. Because in such a family, organized 
for the express object of making integral edu- 
cation a leading life long pursuit, we would 
have the pecuniary ability to buy and hold, 
for our common use, such books, instruments 
laboratories, and to employ such teachers as 
would be necessary for our common instruc- 
tion. 

10th. Because in such a family, we should 
be likely to learn, that it isa duty, as well as 
a blessing for each member of society to do 
enough of physical labor to supply his or her 
physical wants ; when this lesson is learned, 
we shall then respect labor products ; then 
human laborers, then human life, then wars 
will cease. Standing armies become historic 
evils, and what we call the burdens of life, 
will cease to be burdens. 


In the present condi- 
‘on of households, alllabor was done at great 
Women were compelled to 


Your 


H. F. M. Brown. 


Washington Correspondence. 


Wasuinerton, D. C., Dee. 26th, 1869. 
Congress—Christmas—Death of Mr. Stanton—Judge 
Hoar— Eight Hour Movement—-Georgia-—Agricultu- 
ral Department-—-Tenure of Offize Act-—Supreme 
Court---- Land Office. 


A calcula- 


The whole system of hirin 
4 3 The adjournment of Congress, the departure of 


Congressmen and members of the “Third House”? 
‘for their homes, leaves Wasi ma dull place for 
news gatherers. There is one idea, however, per- 
haps worth preserving, which is that Christmas in 
Washington as is everywhere in the South is marked 
asa day set apart for the commingling ot the high, 
the lows the rich and the poor upon a common level, 
all enjoying the sumptuous board supplied with 
Turkies, pumpkin pies and generally Egg Nog, as 
done inthe North on Thanksgiving Day. The color- 
ed people as well as some not colored, as a kind of 
an instinct, expects a Christmas gift from almost 
every one they know, and the giving of presents seems 
so much as a matter of course that the purse strings 
of those whose purses are not empty are unloosened. 
But there are many here, as in all large cities, like, 
perhaps, a few in your town, whose pride mingled 
with sorrow and poverty, will not allow them to so 
forget their distressful situation to enjoy this day. 
While I desire Mr. Editor, to join with you in wish- 
ing your readers, (even those who have not recipro- 
cated for the incalculable benefits derived from your 
past years labor) a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. Ido pray that ere another year rolls 
round, that those sickened and sorrowful hearts 
may be made glad, with the bountiful gift of the 
Author of Nature. 

The lamented death of Hon. Edwin M. Stanton, 
on Friday morning was most unexpected, and the 
report of his death was received as an additional 
solemn admonition of warning to those high in offici- 
al rank, that “Death is no respector of person, and 
in whatever position, rank, or however disirable that 
position maybe to them and important to the coun- 
try, at most it is only held by the simple thread-like 
tenure of the uncertainties of life. In rapid suc- 
cession our country is losing many of its conspicuous 
Statemen, andin Washington where they most re- 
side, is felt and realized more perhaps than in other 
place, the grave important and just lessons it 
teaches to our Public Servants. 

The National eight hour Executive Committee are 
still at work in this city, and have agreed upon a 
bill to amend the eight hour law so that in all public 
work, to be done under or by virtue of any law, or 
any resolution of Congress, or by any office, agent, 
architect, engineer, superintendent or contractor for 
the United States, eight hours shall be a days work 
and for which laborers workingmen and mechanics 
shall receive the same pay per day or month, as 
those that work on private work in the vicinity 
where the public work is being done ; that the re- 
duction of hours shall not reduce the wages ; and 
when workis to be let, it shall be stated in an ad- 
vertisement that the work must be done at eight 
hours per day, and so stipulated in the contract. 
The object is to require all public work to be done 
at eight hours per day, and is intended as an exam- 
ple for workmen on private work. 

The bill topromote the reconstruction of Georgia, 
which has passed both Houses of Congress and signed 
by the President, provides that the Georgia Legisla- 
ture shall be convened by the Governor, and the ex- 
pelled colored Members restored to their seats, and 
those inelligible under the Fourteenth Amendment 
excluded, aud that the State must ratify the Fif 
teenth Amendment before her Representatives can 
be admitted to seats in Congress. Gov. Bullock is 
sanguine that he can call together on the 12th proxi- 
mo, a quorum of the Georgia Legislature, and made 
assurances before leaving that the ratification of the 
Fifteenth Amendment would be in Washington in 
less than a month. The Governor has had much to 
do of late in influenceing Congress to pass the 
Georgia bill, and he therefore feels responsible for 
the course his State will pursue in the premises. 

As two bills have already been introduced in Con- 
gress that have for their object, a diminishing of 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, a word on the 
matter may not be „uninteresting to your readers. 
The advocateg of these measures claim that the ju- 
diciary should have nothing to do with what are 
deemed by the legislative branch of the Government 
as political questions. If what are claimed to be 
political questions could be defined, or in other 
words, if lawyers could agree to any boundary for 
this class of legislation, there would be less danger 


The next most important committee would 
At present our schools 


The kinder Garteen system 


with a plenty of exercise and recreation, 
should be introduced. The whole system of 
separating girls and boys is wrong. If it is 
right for a man and woman to live together 
as husband and wife, it is proper for boys and 
girls to associate together. The influence of 
one sex ou another is beneficial and altogeth- 
er ennobling. 


We want, too, that women should be 
able to receive as free and liberal an educa- 
tion as men. If women would @ndow institu- 
tions that would educate girls as well as 
boys, we should soon be able to command po- 
sitions in the colleges. Women often leave 
large bequests to colleges, as Harvard and 
Dartmouth, without thinking of the injustice 
done to women. This matter would come di- 
rectly under the influenee of the educational 
committee. Also the half-pay of our female 
teachers who often performed more and bet- 
ter work than the male teachers. There are 
about 2000 female teachers in the city of 
New-York, and yet no organization exists 
among them. 


The working women’s aid committee will 
take into consideration, the wants and condi- 
tion of the working women. -It would seek 
to provide them with comfortable homes, &e. 
The wants of these women are just as numer- 
ous as of the daughters of their employers.— 
They want homes, recreation, places of amuse- 
ment and education. They are now forced 
into lives of poverty for body as well as mind. 
An association of wemen working under an 
earnest committee, could bring these women 
inte conditions freed from all the dangers of 
their present mode of life. 


Mrs. Pierce was obliged to omit much of 
her lecture, and to touch lightly onthe duties 
of the other committees, and summed up with 
an earnest appeal for the women of this city 
to organize themselves into this working as- 
sociation whieh should do so much for hu- 
manity. 


Spiritualism in New York. 


Mrs. Fannie Davis Smith has been giving 
lectures for the past three weeks, to delighted 
audiences. Her hearers give her credit for 
sincerity, truthfulness, and also for using the 
sharp knife of criticism for loping off some 
of the dying branches of the good tree of 
progress. Last Tuesday, Judge Edmonds 
gavea short address, taking as his theme di- 
yoree. The Richardson and McFarland case 
giving him a text. The Judge has always 
cherished the most loving memory of his wife, 
and her entrance into the spirit world so long 
before him, hasin no wise disturbed their 
communion, which has satisfied his spirit so 
perfectly, that he has come to believe that 
there is but one marriage, and that the tie 
that binds two persons by law must not be 


1Ith. Because the Unitary Home will save 
three-fourths of the monotonous, unproduc- 
tive, unimproving labor now expended by the 
female half of community in house-keeping, 
and have them thus released to embark in 
productive business, and thereby to become 
relatively independent. Without co-operative 
house-keeping, that better half of humanity 
can never attain their right, illustrate their 
capabilities, or contribute their full share to 
the wealth of the world. 

These are some of the reasons why I want to 
unite with others, who would make education 
a life-long pursuit, ina Unitary Home. On 
some future oecasion, I will state my objec- 
tions to common property,and Fourier Socie- 
ties. Ina Portas. 


inthe indulgence of an experiment of this kind. 
But the fact is they cannot, and whenever we begin 
to say what class of laws are political, and therefore 
not subject to the revision of the courts, whois to 
say where their end shall be? There is bound to 
be strong opposition to the passage of this bill, for 
this one reason, if no other, that the time may come 
when thefprecedent sought to be established by these 
bills will be dangerous to the liberties of the people. 
It willbe contended thatthe judicial department 
should be left free to interpert pronounce, and exe- 
cute every law in the enforcement of right, and in 
the redress of wrongs , for if not, some other depart- 
ment of the Government must usurp this power in 
order to command obedience to the laws, and 
without obedience to the laws there can be 
no security to life, liberty or property. No re- 
mark, says Judge Story is better founded in human 
experience, than that of Montesquirn, when he said 
‘there is no liberty, if the judiciary powers be not 
separated from the legislative and executive pow 
ers.’? 

It is well to remember that the wisdom of all gov- 
ernments makes it the duty for the legislative de- 
partment to mako the laws, while the execution is 
charged with their executive, and the judicial with 
the application of the same in the affairs of men. 
But it is proposed in these bills now before Congress 
to provide that the courts shall apply certain laws 
whether they think them constitutional or not, thus 
leaving no safe-guard as contemplated by the Con- 
stitution between the legislative power and the peo- 
ple, making the administration of justice,depend up- 
on the caprice or favor of whatever party may for 
the time be in power. Live. 
eS TAANA I O SAREE TA 


Born Again. 


Samuel Fletcher of Middlebury Ind. left his earth- 
ly form on the 26th, inst. in the 75th, year of his age. 
He had been for many years a prominent citizen of 
the place and discharged with ability and integrity 
several offices of trust confered upon him. 

Some three years since having outgrown the con- 
tracted garments of the church he commenced the 
investigation of the Spiritual philosophy. Honest in 
his purpose and earnest in in his researches he soon 
became a zealous and devoted Spiritualists. Con- 


ated he arranged his business with the greatest pre- 
cission and care giving full directions for his funeral. 


left the body happy in the consciousness of meeting 
the loved ones who had precededhim. The minis- 
ter delivered the funeral address in the Methodist 
Church on the 28th, inst to a large concourse of peo- 
ple representing various phases of religious belief. 
A. B. FRENCH. 


SPECIAL NOTICES. 


The Quarteriy Meeting, 
Of the Spiritualist of Nunica, will be held on Satur- 
day and Sunday, 15th and 16th of January. Mrs. 
L. A. Pearsall is engaged as Speaker, a cordial invi- 
tation to attend is extended to all, 
A. Bantussougw. 


Bta 
Nonica, Jan. 24, 180., 


Calhoun County Circie. 


The Second Annual Meeting of Calhoun County 
Circle will be held in “ Fergusons,” Hall in the city 
of Marshall, on the Second Saturday and Sunday of 
January, 1870, commencing at half past two p. m. 
J. S, Loveland and A.B. French are engaged as 
speakers for the occasion. Other speakers will also 
be present and take part in the exercises. 

A general invitation is given to all friends of pro- 
gress in this and adjoining counties to be present on 
this occasion. Preparations will be made to accom 
modate as far as possible, all who attend. 

Cuas. Fisuer, Sect’y. C. H. TALMADGE, Pres’t. 


BLOOMINGTON, ILL. NURSERY. 
19th Year! 500 Acres! 10 Greenhouses! 
Largest, best stock and shipping. facilities. 
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ts for Catal 3 
pog 29mo3 gi F. K. PHOENIX 


AN EXTRAORDINARY CHANCE. 


The Leading Literary ] Paper of the West 


FREE FOR ONE YEAR. 


WitO WILL TAKE IT? 


The Western Home 


Isa large first-class literary periodical of sixty-four col- 
umns, printed on paper 28 by 42 inches, sixteen pages, ex- 
tended quarto. ; 

Each number contains several choice stories, soul- 


stirring poetry, original contributions, from the ablest 
writers in America. Correspondence, Youug People’e 


Department, Wit and Humor, News, Reviews, etc., 

Also a discourse by America’s most gifted preacher, 
Henry Warp BEECHER. HARRIET BEECHER STOWE, 
ROBERT COLLYER, GEO. P. Urpron, Magy E. HOFFMAN. 
E{ıLy L. WaıTiNG, and other distinguished writers, are 
regular contributors, 7 

he only Publication west of New York which employs 
the best Bastero as well as Western writers. 

The organ of no sect or party, it inculcates the purest 
morality, while itis infused with the life, spirit and vivacity 
of this teeming, progressive age. 

It is SUCH A PAPER that we are now prepared to offer as a 
FREE GIFT for one year, to all new subscribers to the PRES- 
ENT AGE who shall subscribe immediately and pay in ad- 
vance. This is a rare opportunity which the readers of the 
AGE will no doubt duly appreciate. Hand in yoursnbscrip- 
tions at once and secure the Western Home for a year. 

The claim for Home must be made with remittance. 

DORUS M. FOX, Supt. 


EXETER HALL. 


A THEOLOGICAL ROMANCE, 


* What is Truth.” 
The best Theological Romance ever written. Enclose 
5 cts. to the Office of the PRESENT AGE, and get it. 
We will send it, free of postage, to any one who will send 
us three new annual subscribers with the money, at one 
time. 


CIRCULATION 86,000 COPIES! 


HE greatest success is attending the publication of 


BALLOU’S MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


of any periodical in the world. Each number contains 
One HUNDRED Paces of the choicest Stories, Poems and 
Engravings, or T'wetve HUNDRED Pages every year for 
$1,.50—being fully three-fourths as large as either ef the 
Jour dollar Magazines, at about one third their prioe, 
Bm Now is the time to Subscribe. «9 
atte Nt a years 7 copies, 79; 13 copies, se = 
Sand stamp for specimen copy and prospectus 
ELLIOTT, THOMES & TAL > 
PosirsHers, Boston, Mass. 


“48 NEW Music! 88 


Subscribers to Peters’ Musical Monilily arereceiving ali the 
latest and beat Music by Hays, Thomas, Kinkel, Frey, Keller, 
Bishop, ete,, at less than one cent per page. It is issued on 
the first of every month, is printed on fine white paper, from 
Sull-size music plaies, cud contains over $5 worth of our latest 
and best music in every number. è 

Single numbers, 30 cents ; $3 } oy year. Back numbers sup- 
pled. Vol. IV, from July to December, sent by mail on re- 


ear S $1.50, 
. L. PETERS, music Publisher 599 Broadway, N. F. 
Oppose the Metropolitan Hotel. 

lergymen and Teachers supplied at $2. 


HE DOLLAR WATCH.—A perfect time-keeper, with 

superior compass atachment. Cassed in pure Oreide of 
Gold, enameled dial, glass crystal, steal and brass works. 
Usual watch size. Made entirely of mental, and in elegant- 
ly finished Oreide case. Entirelynew—patented. A perfect 
“gem ofingenuity.” This is no wooden compass. War- 
anted FivE years. Satisfaction guaranteed. Single sample 
in neat case, mailed oy for nay Ai, 3 for $2, by ad- 
dressing the sole m'f'rs, eNnetic Watcn Co., Hinsdale, 


Michigan State Agricultural College, 
The Term for 1870 will begin on 
Wednesday, the 23d of February. 


The College has just completed a large building for the 
occupancy of students, has ers new apparatus, and 
is better prepared than ever before to promote the educa- 
tiou and comfort of students. 


Instruction is given in the Mathematics and their applica- 
tions, Chemistry, Botany, Horticulture, Agriculture, 
Stockbreeding, Physiology, Etomology, Higher 
English branches, French, etc. 


As means of illustration the College has Farm, Gardens, 
Orchards, Stock, Chemical Laboratory, collections in 
Natural History, Surveying Instruments, etc. 
"7 Manual labor is required. 
E Expenses are very moderate. 


Send for Catalogue or information to 
20w4 T. C. ABBOT, President, 
Lansing, Michigan. 


APPLE, 
1,2and 8 years. APPLE 


Gricago, El., Richmond, Va., or Memphis, Tenn 


NEW ADVERTISEMENTS: 
NEW BOOK JUST FROM THE PRESS, 
REAL LIFE 


—1 N= 


THE SPIRITPEAND 


Beiug Life Experiences, Scenes, Incidents, and Condi- 
tions, Illustrative of Spirit Life, and the Princi- 
ples of the Spiritual Philosophy. 


THE GREAT SPIRITUAL. REMEDY. 
T 


MRS. SPENCE?S | 
POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE 
POWDERS. 


HE MAGIC CONTROL of the POMIYTIVE 
AND NEGATIVE POWDERS over diseases 
of all kinds, is WONDERFUL BEYOND ALL PRECE- 
DENT. They do no violence to the system. causing no 
PURGING, -NO NAUSEATING, NO VOMITING, NO 
NARCOTIZING. EN, WOMEN «ad CHILDREN 
find them a silent but sure success, 
then a f= at 2 My Ai Headache, 

t matism, Pains oi inds; Diarrhoea, tery, 
Vomiting, Dyspepsia, Flatulence, Worms, all TER Wak: 
nesses and Derangements; Fits, Cramps, St. Vitus Daace, 
Spasms; ail high n of Fever, Smal! Psx, Memles, 
Scarlatina, Erysipelas; all Emflamations, acute or chrom- 
ic, of the Kidneys, Liver, Lungs, Womb, Bladder, or any 
other organ of the body; Catarrh, Consumption, Bron- 
Cab Coughs, Colds; Serofala, Nervousness, Sleep- 

essness, etc. \ 

Lhe NEGATIVES cure Pe or 
Palsy. whether of the muscles or of the senses, as in Blind 
ness, Deafness, loss of taste, smell, feeling or motion; all) 
low Fevers, such as 'fyphoid and the Typhus; ex- 
ee Nervous or Muscular Prostration or Relaxa- 
tion. 

Both the POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE are needed 
in Chills and Fever. 

PHYSICIANS are delighted with ther. AGENTS and 
Druggists tind ready sale for them. Printed terms to 
Agents, Druggists, and Physicians sent Free. 

PULLER LISTS OF DISEASES and DIRECTIONS 
accompany each box, and also sent free to any ad s 
Send a brief description of your disease ifyou prefer 
cial written directions. 


Giyen Inspirationally 
BY MRS. MARIA M. KING, 
Author of “The Principles of Naturs, 


etc. 


CONTENTS: 
Cuapter I—The Experiences of an Unknown One. 
a3 1lI—A Mother's Story. 
1il—Chilren in the Spirit- World. 
*  1V—-A Council of Ancients. 
V—A Chapter in the Life of a Poct. 
*  _VI—The Pauper’s Resurrection. 
“ VII—Condition of the Depraved in Spirit-Land. 
i vi Inebriate, Gambler and Murder in Spirit 
ife. 
1X—Courtship and Marriage in Spirit-Land. 
s X—Incidents of Spirit-Life. 
“ XIf—Methods of Teachers and Guardians with their 
Pupils and Wards. 
“ XII—Passages from the Experience of Napoleon 
Boneparte as a Spirit. 
(2 Price, $1.00; postage 16 cents. 
For Sale at the Banner of Light Book Store, 18 


Washington Street, Boston. Mailed 1BOX, 44 Pos POWDERS 9 
Also, as the OFFICE OF THE PRESENT AGE.  29tf aid “44 Neg. 
tts ? ‘22 Pos. 22 N F 
at these 7 g. 
6 BOXES, - - + « 


PRICES: (h a a 5 > = oe 
SEND MONEY AT OUR- RISK, Sums of @6, OR MORM, 


if sent by mail, should be in the form of MONEY ORDEBS, 
or DRAFTS, or_else in REGISTERED LETTERS. $ 
t 


OFFICE, 37% Sr. Manzs Prios, Naw Your. 


Address, PROF. PAYTON SPENCE, M. D., 
Box 5817, New York City. 


Fresh Garden, Flower, Fruit, 
Herb, Tree, Shrub and Ever- 
green Seeds, wiih directions for 
culiure, prepaid by mail. The 
most complete and judicious 
assortment inthe country.— 


Agents wanted. The INGENUITY OF MAN has never devised 
: ` A > a remedy for the Fever and A or 
25 Sorts of either for $1.00; prepaid by mail. Also Small | Fever, equal to the Great Spiritual Rem 
Fruits, Plants, Bulbs, all the new Potatoes, &c., prepaid by} POSITIVE AND NEGATIVE POWDE SS 


mail. 4 lbs. Early Rose Potato, prepaid, for $1.00.. Cono- 
ver’s Colossal Asparagus, $3 per 100; $25 per 1000, prepaid. 
New hardy fragrant everblooming Japan Honeysuckle, 50 
cents each, prepaid. True Cape Cod Cranberry, for upland 
or lowland culture, $1.00 per 100, prepaid, with directions. 
Priced Catalogue to any address, gratis; also trade list.— 
Seeds on Commission. 

B. M. WATSON, Old Colony Nurseries and Seed Ware- 
house, Plymouih, Mass. Established in 1842. 29mo4 


have known a single box to cure two er three eases, 
cally and permanently, in 24 honre. See ad 
the Powders in this paper. Mailed, 


a 
paid o 
ceiptof $1.00 for one box ob tor DA heme. 


or $5.00 for 
Address PROF. PAYTON SPENCE, M. D., 


Box 5817, New York City. 
MONEY WADE WITHOUT RISK. Send! 
an Agency of the Positive and Negative Dow. 
ich” weenie eater ae 

Te: 
À _ Box 5817, New York City, 


EXECUTRIX SALE 


— OF THE — 


FINE ART COLLECTION 


OF THE 
THOMAS THOMPSON, Esq. | 


“THE GIRL OF THE PERIOD!’ a fuil iength repre- 
resentation of the ideal of a beautiful young lady, in the 
act of executing a plece of handicraft characteristic of the 
gentler sex of the preset day; an excellant holiday gift; 
tinely engraved by a first-class New York artist; size suit- 
able to frame; just out. Price 50 cents. Sont carefully 
packed by return mail (postage paid), on receipt of price. 

Address H. P. WILLIAMS, Publisher, 


v2-27w3 Penn Yann, Yates Co., N. Y. 
WANTED By H. H. LEEDS & MINERE, Auctioneers, Art 
Galleries, 617 & 819 Broadway, N. Y., conmen 


ing Monday, February 7th, and continuing i 
day and evening until the entire col- | 
lection shall be sold. 


EVERY LADY 


To know that she can get a 
First-Class Sewing Machine, a 360 Gold Watch, 
or a Knitting Machine, for Four Days light, 
honorable labor andagreeable work, 
in her own Town, And 


EVERY YOUNG MAN 


Or old.man, if smart, can get a Forty Dollar, Coin 
Sliver Elgin Watch, for Two Days’ 
ork. Or, il preferred, 


$10.00 A DAY; CASH! 


To &ther Man or Woman. 
No Capital Required. Not One Cent to 
be Invested. 
A SURE THING, 


And no risk whatever.. One or two chances in each 
town, according to size. Send for particulars at once and 
name two good references. Pi 

Address STODDARD & PARKHURST, 

v2-27tf Chicago. ill. 


ORTY THOUSAND CASES OF GOODS WERE SHIP 
ped from our house in One Year, to families, clubs an- 
merchants in every part of the country, from Maine to Cali- 
fornia, amounting in value to over 


ONE MILLION DOLLARS. 


Our facilities for transacting this immense business are 
better than ever before. We have agents in all the princi- 
pal cities to purchase goods from the ManuiaCcturers Im- 
porters, and others,for Cash, and often at an immense 
sacrifice from the original cost of production. 

Our stock consists, in part, of the following goods: 

Shawls, Blankets, Quilts, Cottons, Ging Dress 
Goods, Table Linen, Towels, Hosiery, Gloves, Shi Cor- 
sets, &c. = 

Silver-Plated Ware, Spoons plated on Nickel Silver, Des 
sert Forks, five-bottle plated Castors, Britannia Ware, Glase 
Ware, Table and Pocket Cutlery, in great variety. 

Elegant French and German Fancy Goods, Beautiful Pho 
tograph Albums. the newest and cholcest styles in Morocco 
aud Velvet Bindings. 


Morocco Traveling bags, Handkerchief and Glove Boxes 


&c. 

Gold and Plated Jewelry, of the newest styles. 

We have also made arrangements with some of the lead- 
ing Publishing Houses, that wiil enable us to sell the 
standard and latest works ef popular authors at abeut 


the 15th century to the present time, including many origin- 
als of great value, also many hundred Painti 
brated American artists. $ A a- 


“The Entire Collection will be Sold without Reserve or 
Limitation to elose the estate. ’ 


The Catalogue, a bookof more than 100 closely 
pages, will be forwarded on receipt of 2% cents. Tiira 
ihe Auctioneers. | 


POCKET REVOLVERS. s¥ 2573, 


Six Shooter. 
A neat, durable weapon, four-inch barrel, Pri $1.50, post- 
paid. ‘Address 8. G. AUSTIN, Elsie, Mich. 


Cias & Commercial 
New Haven, Conn. Winter term 


Institute, (Gen, Rus Sched. 
(Sma kei J 


$ 
i 
i 


For first-class new 7 Octa Pianos. Sent Sent 
$290 on trial. U. S. Praxo Co. New s york. 


COMMON SENSEI!!! 


WANTED—AGENTS. $250 per month 
GENUINE IMPROVED COMMON SENSE. Fe 
SEWING MACHINE. i $18. Great in- 
ducementsto Agents. Sew 
arog neto day—makes the 
Stitch -will do any kind of work that can be 
Machine—loo.ooo sold and the demand td iy 4 


creasing. Now is the time to take an Agency. Send 
Beware infrin eA. A E 


one-half the regular price:—such as BYRON, Moore, Burns, | circulars. ga gers 
Mitton and TENXSON’G Works, in fall Gilt and Cloth Binds STOOM S CO., Bostons. Piteburg, -Pas er St. 
inzs,—and hundreds of others. = 


These and everything else for 


ÜNE DOLLAR FOR EACH ARTICLE. 


We donot offer a single article ei merchandise, that can 
be sold by regniar dealers at our price. We do not ask you 
to buy goods from us unless we can sell them cheaper than 
you can obtain them in any other way,—while the greater 
part of our goodsare sold at about a 


One-Half the Regular Rates, 


We want good reliable agents in every part ef the coun- 
By employing your spare time te form clubs and 


TAMMERING cured by Bates’ a For ‘em A 
S tive pamphlet, adareta, Simpson & Co., box 5076, N. f. 
ROBINSON'S 


ANTIDOTE FOR INTEMPERANCE 


Is an infallible cure for the fearful vice. Its use ence 

remove the taste or desire for stimulants, raed got Fone 

ereate an actual dislike for them. It can be admin 

in tea, coffee,oreaen water, without executing suspicien, as 

itis free from taste or smell. E" Every YICTIM oF ‘hr 

TEMPERANCE CAM BE CURED. Price $2 = box. Sent free 
y 


aik by mail on receiptof th 
onding us orders, you can obtain the most liberal com- | 27 eceiptof the meney. Sold by Druggists, or ad- 
miseions, either in Cash or Merchandise, and all | àress GEO. R. ROBINSON & CO., D ; cor. Cou rt 


and Harrison Streets, Brooklyn, New York. 


Pi ee oI 


ot Sete ors CLASS.—We are now pre 
all classes witk constant employment at h 
whole of the time or for the spare aeti Business Ho 
light and profitable. Persons of either sex easily eara from 
50c. to $5 per evening, and a proportional sum by devoting 
their whole time to the business. Boys and Girls earn 
nearly as much asmen. That all who see this notice may 
send their address, and test the business, we make this an- 
paralleled offer : To such as are not well satisfied, we wil 
send $1 to pay for troubie ef writing. Full particulars, a 
valuable sample, which will do to commence werk on, aad 
a copy of 7he People's Literary Companion—one of the lar- 
sys and best family newspapers published—all sent free 
y mail, Reader, if you want permanent, profitable werk. 
address ŒE. C. ALLEN & CO., AUGUSTA, Mars. 


KNIT-- KNIT-- KNIT-.- 


AGENTS WANTED everywhere to sell the A 
KNITTING MACHINE, the only practical Family Bolte 
Machine ever invented. Price $23, Will knit 20,000 stitches 
per minute, Address AMERICAN KNITTING MAC 
CO., Boston, Mass.. or St. Louis, Mo. 


Persons thinking of advertising to any exte i woll 
before making Centres to ese, to á oh wilde 


Gero. P. RowELL & Co. 


Advertising Agents, 
| an oaa Poor nar Seed facilities for seonr- 
ertion o! vertisements all spape 
periodicals st low rates. Address them at as. a: me 


40 Park Row, N. Y. 


inclosing stamp for their circular containing the names of 
more than one thousand newspapers, and the cost of adver- 


tising in them. 
AMERICAN 
Newspaper Directory. 


PRICE, FIVE DOLLARS. | 


CONTAINS 


A list of the Newspapers and other Peri ¢ 
United States aud Territories, the AEE Comas m 


goods sent by us will be as represented, and we- guarantee 
satisfaction to every one dealing with our house. 

Agents should collect ten cents from each customer and 
forward to us in advanee, for Descriptive Checks of the 
goods we Bell. 2 

The holders of the Checks have the privilege of either 
purchasing the article thereon described, er exchanging for 
any article mentioned on our Catalogue, numbering over 
350 different articles, —not one of which can be purchased 
in the usual way for the same meney. 

The advantages of first sending for checks are these; We 
are constautly buying small lots of very valuable goods, 
which are not on our catalogues, and for which we issne 
checks till all are sold; besides, in every large club we 
will put checks for Watches, Quilts, Blankets, Dress Pat- 
terns, or some other article of value, giving some members 
of the club an opportunity of purchasing an article for about 
one quarter of us value. 

* In every order amounting te over $50, accompanied by 
the cash, the Agent may retain $2.00, and in every order of 
over $100, $3.00 may be retained to 


PAY THE EXPRESS CHARGES. 


This offer is more especially to assist Agents in the West- 
ern and Southern States, but is open te ail customers. 


COMMESSIONS: 

Agents will be paid ten per cent. in Cash or Merchandise, 
when they FILL UP THEIR ENTIRE CLUB, fer which below we 
give a partial list of Commissions: 

For an order of $30, from a Club of Thirty. we will 
pay the Agent, as commission, 28 yds. Brown or Bleached 
Sheeting, Good Dress Pattern, Wool Square Shawl, French 
Cassimere Pants and Vest Pattern, Fine Large White Coun- 
terpane, etc., etc, or $3.00 in cash. $ 

Wor an order of $50, from a Club of Fifty, we will 
pay the Agent, as commission, 45 yds. Sheeting, One pair 
heavy Wool Blankets, Poplin Dress Pattern, Handsome 
Wool Square Shawl, Silver-Case Watch, etc., etc., or $5.00 
in cash, 

For an order of $100, from a Club of One Hundred, 
we will pay the Agent, as commission, 100 yds good yard- 
wide Sheeting, Coin-Silver Hunting Case Watch, Rich Long 
Wool Shawl, Suit of Wool French Cassimere, etc., etc., or 
$10 in cash, 

We do not empley any Travelling Agents, and customers 
should not pay money to persons purporting te be our 
agents, unless personally acquainted. 

SEND MONEY ALWAYS BY REGISTERED LETTERS 

For farther particulars send for Catalognes, 


PARKER & CO., 
9Sand 190 Sunmuer St., Boston, Mass. 


The Universe, 
A Weekly Journa! of Literature, Sci- 
ence, The Spiritual Philosophy, 


Woman’s independence, etc. 
CONSOLIDATION OF THE 


CHICAGOAN, Chicago SOROSIS and 
ADVANCE GUARD. 


SUBSORIPTION Rates.—By mail or through Chieago City 
Post-office, $2.50 per year, or $1,25 for six months. Chicago 
Subscribers, served by our own carriers, fifty cents extra. 

ADVERTISING Rates. — Per square (10 lines nonpareii 
space) $1.50 for one week; $13 for 3 months. 

Address all leaters, communications, etc., to 

>. H. N. F. LEWIS, Publisher, 
113 Madison St., Chicago Ill. 


THE PRESENT AGE AND UNIVERSE 


One year, $4. Sixmonths, $2. 
Address either office. 


portance, etc. 
_ A list of Newspapers and Periodicals claiming more than 
o remanen each issue. 
st of Newspapers and Periodicals claim than 
sg cirenistign a issue. eee 
ist of Newspapers and Periodicals claimi 
20,000 circulation each issue, with actual amount of ¢ pina 
en at each case, according to the best accessible 
authority. 
4 list of Religious Newsps ers and Periodicals. y 
ist of Newspapers an: eriodi Agri- 
aaa rN on aitare; pep uiraa f 
st of Newspapers and Periodi Medi- 
a and Sur be Pap cals devoted to di 
A list of News and Periodicals di " 
tona matters, paper evoted to Educa 
A list o ewspapers and Periodicals dey 
Annet and Tostraction Fi Children. RRAS ex 
ist of Newspapers and Periodicals devo Free- 
masonry, Odd-Fellowship and Temperance. esi: i 
A listof Newspapers and Periodicals devoted to Com- 
merce and Finance, Insurance, Real Estate, Mechanies 
Lew Spore Music meae Rights. , 
A list of Newspapers an eriodicals printed 
in part in the German, French, Scandinaven, Spanish, Hoh, 
andish, Italian, Welsh and Bohemian languages, 3 


Opinionsofthe Press: 
The information it contains is worth ten times what 
— = hook aes ee Wis. ag oa 
eems to have been prepa with honesty as - 
guner and n onoo eee = Y. Git. RF i 
will be valuable to all who are interested in the selenee 
of peed E e | nome: Boston. Mass. x 
or practical informatlon in gg to the be al poRas 
and periodicals of our coun’ it is unsurpassed.— 
for Torus, Rockford, Il. sis - 
It is “a new thing under the sun,” and a most eom 
gues to the newspaper business of the United S — 
ress and ee, Ee os a 
surpasses all the News T Directories ever 
either in America or Europe. So complete a work tonia 
been wanted in this country.—City Philadelphia, Pa. 
The work is handsomely printed and the matter contained 
in it most 2 appa arranged. Rowell & Ce. have snp- 
plied a work which was much needed by advertisers 
editors in all parts of the country.—New York Weekly. 
We have among our ready-reference books none that is 
more valuable or more frequently consulted than the ene 
we have most recently added to the number. The editer 
of this most usefal and most handy book has done his work 
faithfally and well, and the publishers have brought it out 
in an elegant typographical garb.—Republican Lyons. N. Y. 


Forwarded on receipt of Price, $3. 
GEO. P. ROWELL & CO., PUBLISTERS, 
No.40 Park Row, New York. 


CoNsUMPTION 
We havea positive remedy for it and all disor- 
ders of the throat and lungs, and 


Is curable! 


CATT 
offer Immediate and permanent relie{in all izstances, See 
testimonials! $1,000 will 


Bz, 
ven by us for any esse in which we do not afford positive 
s »7 z benet t. All who would be- 


CURED . 
ean recelve a sample ofour medicine free. 
Address, SAYRE & CO., 210 Broadway, New York. 


JUST THE THING for the HOLIDAYS 
Alice Vale; 


A Story of the Times: 
Y LOIS WAISBROOKER. Send and get it of the 
American News Co., 1J9 Nassaun St., New York City. 
Price $1.25. 25-29 


TO $200 per Month to Agents. salary or commis- 
$15 sion to sell our Patent White Wire thes Lines. 
Address Hudson River Wire Works 75 William St., geig 


ray, that if a perfect standard were given in 
the infancy of man, he could not not kave 
comprehended it. ` Principles, we concede, are 
ever the same, but man cannot always appre- 
hend their application. As to the exemplifi- 
cation of the perfect standard, it must either 
be repeated to every person, or else sucha 
record kept as would command the faith of all 
persons. No sueh manifestation is given to 
man now, and no such record exists The 
Bible is rejected by millions, and its meaning 
disputed about by those who profess to receive 
it. This assumed necessity, like the other, is 
not met, and consequently the argument based 
thereon is unsound. But, even if we accept 
the Bible, and attempt to apply the rules laid 
down, we are at once in difficulty, for though 
our standard requires the performance of cer- 
tain acts, and the possession of certain tem- 
pers prompting to those acts, we find the ex- 
ampler—God—violating his ownlaw. Weare 
not to kill, and yet we find Aim engaged in 
the slaughter of some seventy thousand of his 
own people because David, their King, had 
presumed to take a census of his nation. We 
are not to lie or deceive, but he does both. 
The list might be extended, but these instan- 
ces are sufficient to indicate the dilemma we 
are in when we try to harmonize the exempli- 
fication with the precepts given. 

In concluding these articles, we ask our 
readers to review and ponder the positions we 
have submitted. We think the unsoundness 
of the Theistic arguments have been made 
manifest, and the utter impossibility of prov- 
inga Deific Personality shown. The grand 
reasons, we apprehend, why some persons cling 
to this notion, is because they cannot fully 
comprehend the mystery of formation, for- 
getting that somethings are to us, incompre- 
hensible—unknowable. 

Regarding, as we do, this belief as part of 
man’s childhood weakness, and needing to be 
laid aside in his manhood, we are impressed to 
expose the ungoundness thereof, as we should 
the folly of the man, who should undertake the 
labors of mature life, with the playthings of 
childhood. To the belief in a Personal God 
we trace the obsequious, cringing spirit, which 
renders so many, slaves, and enables the few 
to play the tyrant over them. All the grasp- 
ing greed of priests would cease to rob the 
people—all the subjugation of the mind of 
the many to the few, would end, but for this 
erude notion. But for this, all the supersti- 
tious notions of Devils and Hells would pass 
away. The judgment day, with its terrors 
and all the kindred array of dogmas would be 
at once discarded. So also the mummery of 
of prayer, and the whole host of so-called 
religious ceremonies, would forever cease. 
What time would be saved, and energies and 
ineans now wasted would flow in & channel to 
bless mankind. The cruel hate of man toward 
man would largely diminish, when it ceased 
to be believed that God loved some and hated 
others. Indeed, all the category of errors, is 
made stronger by this, or else are dependent 
entirely thereon. Blot out this, thus causing 
the insane attempt on the part of mortals to 
please God, to cease, and directing them to an 
observance of the harmonic laws of nature 
and the golden age would begin. 

It seems incredible when we consult histo- 
ry, that to the idea of God such oceans of 
blood should have been split—such hellish bar- 
barities perpetrated by man upon his fellows. 
Nevertheless ’tis true. All the sentiments of 
pity, friendship, patriotism and loye have 
gone down before this remerseless Juggernaut, 
and tortures, the most horrible, cruelties the 
most terrible have been visited upon the 
nearest and dearest human friends, to please 
an imaginary God. And even to-day, amid 
the focal lights of our enlightened civilization, 
all the amenities of social life and friendship, 
are ruthlessly trampled upon at the behest of 
the worshipped God of the 19th century, 
And, these monstrosities will continue to blot 
our nature, so long as we yield credence to 
those fables which recognize a Personal Deity, 
outside of nature and of man. 


PHILOSOPHICAL DEP’T. 
Editor. 


i All communications for this Department should be 
addressed to the Editor, at Battle Creek, Mich. 


r. Sas Se 
J. 3. LOVELAND, - - 


Serene philosophy, 
Effusive source o; evidence and truth! 
Without thee what were unenlighten’d man! 
A savage roaring through the woods and wilds, 
Rough clad, devoid of every finer art 
And elegance of life. 


we amra 


Personality of Deity. 


4 
H CONCLUDED. 


Í Foiled in his appeal to reason, the Theist 
flies to the affections, and from them.seeks to 
educo evidence of a personal God. Man, he 
affirms, is naturally religious. He worships 
instinctively; and not from any result of ratio- 
cination. If a phrenologist, he tells you that 
he has an organ of veneration or worship. 
Well, if man is naturally religious and wor- 
ships instinctively, we do not quite see the 
hecessity, or propriety of such desperate 
efforts, as we sometimes witness, to persuade 
him to become religious. This seems a little 
suspicious, and we watch the matter with 
more and more carefulness, and to our perfect 
astonishment we hear the assertion continu- 
ously repeated, that all are naturally irreli- 
gious. But, without attempting to press this 
contradiction on the part of the Theists, we 
ask if this natural religion of man is the true 
one? And also, if those, who instinctively 
worsbip, offer their devotions to a true or false 
Deity? These are important questions. For 
if the religion claimed for man, is a false one, 
and he worship, not God, but something else, 
we confess that we fail to see any point, or 
force to the position we are considering. If 
there is any force, it is against the idea of 
one personal God, and in favor of the grossest 
form of Fetichism, for most certainly that is 
the only instinctive worship to be found in 
the history of humanity. But this argument 
is singularly weak, and outrageously false in 
the sense itis stated. It is weak, because 
what may be natural in one condition of any 
living, growing thing, may be entirely unnat- 
ural in another and higher condition of the 
same thing. It is clearly natural for the ap- 
le in its greenness to be bitter, sour and 
unhealthy, while in its mature ripeness it is 
most agreeable. So man in his infancy and 
childhood may be, nay; is, crude, fanciful 
and gullible, but it does not follow of man in 
his maturity, when he has “put away child- 
ish things.” Things then, may be natural to 
imperfect conditions and yet not true in the 
light of reason. But the assertion is not 
true. Men are not naturally and instinctively 
worshippers of Deity. To say nothing of 
those tribes who give no sign of haying any 
sort of notion respecting a God, and have 
no word in their language to express such an 
idea, we will appeal to children, even those 
born of parents the most pious. Have they 
any idea of God? Not the slightest, ’till it 
is taught them, and then it is but little, if 
any different from the fetichism of the bar- 
barian Bushman. There is no instinct crop- 
ping out in a single instance to lend a feeble 
help to the theory. A certain degree of cul- 
ture is requisite before the idea of the super- 
natural is developed; and then it is ever a 
consequent upon attempting to interpret the 
natural. The first interpretation gives us 
fetichism, as we have seen, and it is only after 
long culture and thought that the idea of Mon- 
otheistic Personality gains ascendency in the 
human consciousness, and that soon yields to 
the sublime philosophy of pantheism. 
Í In addition to the foregoing, the Theist as- 
sumes further that man must have something 
whereon to lavish his leve—some object in 
whom he can repose the most perfect confi- 
dence. In other words his affections demand 
a personal God. That man needs an object 
to love, and that too, supremely, we are not 
disposed to controvert. Nor, that his nature 
also seeks a being in whom he can repose the 
most perfect confidence. But, that that being 
must be a Deity, we are not prepared to grant. 
There must be some sort of comprehension— 
some appreciation on our part, in order to love. 
How then can we love that which is confessedly 
inconceivable? Itis impossible. Man always 
loves something which is like himself in some 
respects, and eyer must. All his love of God 
is purely self-love imagined to be divine. 
That is, it is love of human attributes and 
nothing more Confidence is desirable, but it 
should not be ina person, but in principles 
primarily, and in persons, only so far as they 
embody and represent principles. But, there 
an be no religion, it is affirmed, without trust 
ina personal God. As religion has been de- 
fined, that is true, but’we reject all such defi- 
nitions of religion, and boldly declare that we 
want no such religion. We want a man, 
not a God religion. One which concerns 
itself with man—his interests and relations, 
and not with God, his claims, will or glory, all 
of which he ought to be supposed capable of 
caring for, if possessed of infinite wisdom as 
asserted. There is no necessity for any such 
religion but there is need of the kind we 
mention. Man needs confidence in the immu- 
table methods of nature, and also in his fel- 
low man. When he learns of the unvarying 
character of law, and the perfectibility of 
man, he will possess a helpful confidence, 
which all the faith in all the Gods, never in- 
spired and never can. 
But, again, wo are assured that a perfeos 
moral standard is necessary for man, and also 
_ à perfect exemplification of that moral upright- 
ness in a person for an example. But no 
such standard is possible, unless we admit a 
personal God. It is very unfortunate for 
those who urge ‘this argument, that the facts 
in the case utterly refute it; for, even if we 
ant their claim that the Bible is that stand- 
ard, the sober fact is, that not one in a hun- 
dred of all humanity, ever so much as heard 
of it. To assert a necessity, which has never 
been met as an argument, is, to say the least, 


a most fallacious way of supporting a propo- 
sition. But there is a more fatal objection 


still. It is this; the standard is incapable of 
being understood—there is no certainty of 
what it means. Men of equal ability and 
goodness are found from age to age debating 
the meaning of its sentences, and if we wait 
until they agree, our life will not only have 
passed, but the judgment day itself, if there 
were one. We might go a step farther end 


“All are but parts of one stupendous whole, 
Whose body nature is, and God the soul.” 
a 
Life is onward, use it 
With a forward aim ; 
Toil is heavenly, choose it, 
And its warfare claim. 
Look not on another 
To perform your will; 
Let not your own brother 
Keep your warm hand still. 


Life is onward, never 
Look upon the past; 
It would hold you ever 
In its clutches fast. 
Now is your dominion, 
Use it as you please; 
Bind not the soul's pinion 
Toa bed of ease. 
R 


What is Spiritualism ? 


NO. VI. 


Another extremely injurious form of fanati- 
cism in the christian church, was a persistent 
adherence to Jewish notions and customs. 
This has never been extirpated from the 
church. Thesame tendency to look fondly 
back to Egypt afflicts the New Religion. 
Not a few, who assume the name of Spiritu- 
alists, cling with great tenacity to the appel- 
lation of christian—they are christian spiritu- 
alists, just as their prototypes were judaising 
christians. Incapable of that philosophic 
insight necessary to comprehend the real na- 
ture of a Dispensation, they imagine the 
possibility of a certain kind of mechanical 
union leaving both intact, or they merely see, 
in an external way, the manifestations, and 
become a new sect, not apprehending the real 
gist of Spiritualism. Some men, quite emi- 


this character, and the majority of European 
Spiritualists are involved in this form of fa- 
naticism. A celebrated author writes the 
“History of the Supernatural,’ as though 
Spiritualism did not at the very threshold, ig- 
nore the supernatural, and demonstrate the 
spiritual to be natural. Denial of miracle, the 
subjugation of all phenomena to the domain of 
law and order, is the essential philosophy of 
Spiritualism. Either this position must be 
admitted, or else the conclusion is inevitable 
that another fanatical sect has arisen to per- 
petuate and intensify existing divisions among 
men. Agreeable to this fanaticism, men are 
advised to stay in the churches, and thous- 
ands do so, supporting the falsehood they re- 
ject, and leaving unhelped the truth they 
profess to accept. This, however, is to be 


expected. The general culture of the age is 
ing. A hasty glance at a few facts, with a 
superficial comparison with others, will not 


| ally when dealing with questions of the mag- 
nitude we are now discussing. This fanati- 


and forms of christianity, aud rendered it 
powerless to accomplish the possible good it 
might have done. We should ponder well 
this fact, else it will eventually be found that 
we have simply followed the same circle of 
change without any serious progress. We 
have merely gone over the same ground, so 
often traversed by other sects, among which 
we must take our place though never so un- 
willing. 


Another point deserving consideration, we 
must not pass over. ‘Ihe early christians 
thought Jesus was to become a great king, 
restore the Jews to liberty from the Roman 
rule, and restore the kingdom of David, to 
more than its ancient splendor. Without any 
conception of how such stupenduous results 
could be reached, save by miracle,they stupidly 
followed him, wondering at his miracles and 
supported fromthe bounty of his providers. 
So to-day, we witness analogous fanaticisms. 
Years ago, it was asserted that within ten 
years the churches would be used for Spiritu- 
al lectures, and theology eease to be taught. 
But no such changes have transpired, nor do 
they impend in the promises of the future for 
a long time to come. Thus the expectancy of 


ends, through supernatural means, character- 
ises both dispensations in their incipient 


period. But as christianity found by sad ex- 
perience, that such expectations were baseless, 
so also will Spiritualism, and instead of ex- 
pecting Jupiter, or Jehovah to help, will go 
at work to help itself, in accord with natural 
commen sense methods. Instead of waiting 
for abandoned churches, it will build its own, 
and thus construct them in harmony with the 
views embodied in our own philosophy. In- 
stead of regarding ourselyes as the mere 
sport of a capricious power, we shall be con- 
scious of a centrality of power in ourselves 
amply sufficient for the accomplishment of all 
needed purposes. 


The correspondence between the two, is 
seen also in their disregard of forms and laws. 
In some, instances, we find among the early 
christians, a temporary acquiescence in forms 
and ceremonies peculiar to the old worship, 
but all their teachings and most of their re- 
corded practice was the contrary. Paul 
thundered against the old ordinances, pro- 
nouncing them only ‘‘shadows of good things 
to come.” They were types of christianity. 
Christ ‘‘nailed them to his cross,” thus forev- 
er abolishing them. The master set the ex- 
ample of disobedience. He travelled on the 
Sabbath, and trespassed on the owners by 
plucking and eating the corn. He openly 
repudiated and repealed the letter and spirit 
of the Mosaic law. Paul followed in the 
same course, and declared all to be fallen from 
grace who sought justification in the old law 
or its observances. So also the New Religion 
has not been found the champion of the old 
forms of law. On the contrary, it declares 
present systems of law, and especially reli- 
gious law to be of no binding force on the con- 
science, only so far as it harmonizes with the 
eternal right and good. 


Religious forms and ceremonies are cast 
aside as carelessly as by Paul or Christ. The 
ancient dogmas are rejected, without the 
slightest reverence for the age of which they 
boast, and which they invoke as a defence. 
The new religion has no reverence for an old 
falsehood. Itdemands truth whether old or 
new, and it proposes the abrogation of the 
false, however venerable with age, or lusty in 
its youthfulness. Fossilized institutions are 
of no more value to it than fossilized bones. 
They may be valuable for simple antiquarian 
studies, but useless for the purposes of pres- 
ent progress ; so they are discarded as work- 
ing models and relegated to the paleontologist 
for investigation. And yet, notwithstanding 
this seeming, and in many respects real dis- 
regard of existing laws and institutions, 
christianity and spiritualism, both declare, 
“I come not to destroy but to fulfill.” This 
is a paradox to merely superficial minds, who 
can see only the Iconoclast in either. Both, 
however, recognize the great fact of progress, 
and that one dispensation complements what 
has gone before it. While it ‘‘makes all 
things new,” it uses the old in constructing 
the new. It shows what was not observed 
before, and by placing man at a different 
standpoint, he perceives what he had before 
seen, in an entirely new aspect—it is trans- 
formed beforehim. Neither of them assumes 
the function of the universal destroyer, or 
conservators of that which is, The parallel- 
ism is perfect in this particular—the law of 
Dispensation is faithfully manifested. 


We notice also a strict analogy in the mode 
of their reveption by the people. At first, a 
sort of stupefied wonder seemed to haye seiz- 
ed upon the masses. The next feature was 
an insatiable curiosity to see the new thing. 
But'soon the synagogues rang with denunci- 
ation and warning. ‘‘He hath a devil, and 
is mad” cried the wily priests. ‘Can there 
any good thing come out of Nazareth ?” 
These men are immoral, infidel—they break 
the sabbath—they don’t reverence the serip- 
tures—they deserve death for violating our 
laws. Moreover, these illiterate men and 
women presume to inyade our prerogative, 


nent in the political and legal world, are of | and teach and preach to the people, thus en- 


dangering our control ever them and periling 
our salary. We must put this thing down 
by some means. But while the priests as a 
body conspired against the truth, many of 
all classes accepted the new religion, rejoicing 
in their acquisition. Various motives were 
mixed together in some of the first converts. 
Jesus said some believed because they were 
filled with the loaves. The same motive is 
not entirely inoperative in the New Dispensa- 
tion. Without a thorough comprehension of 
what they professed to follow, it is not won- 
derful that, when the crucial test was applied, 
“many went back and walked no more with 
him,” nor that others ‘‘believed in secret for 
fear of the Jews.” The same classes, pur- 
suing the same courses, are found among us, 
Nicodemus and Peter have hosts of followers 


always lead to correct deductions, and especi- 


eal devotion to the old Hebrew forms, has} 
most essentially modified the whole genius | 


| still. 
not in the direction of profound philosophis- | 


Their generation is numerous. We 
anticipate a more perfect revelation of their 
number in the future. The radical nature of 
their teachings is the main cause of these 
failures in their professed followers. They 
wish to compromise the case by making a 
truce with the old—they want to go into the 
idol temple with royalty, and kiss their hand 
to the idolatrous image. They are offended 
and hurt to be told “tye cannot serve God and 
mammon.” ‘Hu that is not for me is against 
me.” This is too radical, and when they are 
admonished that ‘father, mother, wife and 
children must be forsaken” for the truth’s 
sake, their patience is exhausted, and witha 
terrible tirade about ‘breaking up families,” 
they retire in disgust from the new religion. 
But the new holds on its steady course, affirm- 
ing that it comes “to send a sword’’—the 
sword of division, even into the family as well 
as the world at large. The sword of the 
spirit is truth, and it divides even the closest 
unions if they are not founded on its adaman- 
tine basis. Compromise is no part of the 
genius of either dispensation. A divided 
heart was spurned by Jesus, and ‘‘witholding 
part of the price’? was a mortal sin in the 
Jerusalem church, over which converted Peter 
presided. Consecration was peremptorily 
demanded by christianity. Not less is it re- 
quired by Spiritualism. Not in the same 
despotic manner to be sure but no less really. 
In fact, every great principle in its very na- 
ture, demands consecration on the part of 
those who embrace it. The only marked 
difference we can see between Christianity 
and Spiritualism, is that the former required 
the consecration of all, and placed it at the 
disposal of some ruler, an apostle or a bishop, 


while the latter leaves itto the judgment of 


the individual, how he shall work or give. 
We will dismiss this point with one addi- 
tional remark. No one could be a christian 
without this consecration. Christianity must 
be the supreme object of the soul. Nothing 
could be esteemed in comparison therewith. 
So also isit-with a true Spiritualist. Noth- 
ing is equal to it, nothing can be placed in 
comparison—for it, all other things are con- 
sidered as worthless. It is not a mere fact 
recognized and received by the intellect, but 
it commands the most profound reverence and 
love of the soul. 

Both are alike in their purpose, or ostensi- 
ble mission. 
man, and his elevation in the scale of moral 
and spiritual life, is that purpose. Such 
must be the aim ofa dispensation founded up- 
on the spiritual nature of man. The modes 
of accomplishment may vary, but the end 
sought to be attained must be the same. 

Now, as all great Spiritual eras must agree 
as to fundamental principles of evolution, 
and as we find the parallel between christiani- 
ty and Spiritualism to be perfect in that re- 
spect, and yet, that the latter is, in its cen- 
tral idea, so entirely different as to constitute 
a new religion, we deem our argument com- 
plete. Weare entitled to claim position be- 
fore the world as the representatives of the 
dawning light of a new erain the world’s 
history. Asa matter of course, the world 
looks to us in that light for a solution of the 
great problems now stirring the pulses of its 
deepest life. We must answer this ques- 
tioning, by showing what our religion teaches 
respecting the impending issues of the day. 
We will address ourselves to those queries in 
the future, and reveal the doctrines of the 
New Age. 


NOTHING LOST. 

Nothing is lost. The drop of dew 

That trembles on the leaf or flower 
Is but exhaled to fall anew 

In summer's thunder shower: 
Peichance to shine within the bow 

That fronts the sun at full of day ; 
Perchance to sparkle in the low 

Of fountains far away. 
So with our deeds for good er ill, 

They have their power scarce understood; 
Then let us use our better will 

To make them rife with good. 
Like circles on a lake they go, 

Ring within ring, and never stay, 
Oh! that our deeds were fashioned so, 


That they might bless alway! 
ee 


Continued from 1st page. 

was then carried by the invisibles across, un- 
der the table, to E. Jones, when, in her hand, 
it played quite as well as before. Here Mr. 
Home became entranced, in which state, after 
passing several times round the room and 
walking into the next room for a short time, 
he laid his hand upon the head of Mr. J., 
and uttered one of those speeches which caa- 
not bedescribed. He spoke of us on earth 
being attended by our guardian spirits, but 
when we did wrong and would wander from 
the great centre, God, then brighter spirits 
came to us to win us back, finishing with ‘It 
is not so on earth.” He then came and 
stooped down, and putting his arm around 
me he clapped me on the shoulder, and look- 
ing at Miss Mary Jones, who was next to me, 
he said in broad Scotech—‘‘Tom says you 
must not be vexed because you did not get 
soon enough to see him before he passed away. 
You know John was going for a long time to 
see him, but did not get there in time; and 
John cried sadly over his body, and it has 
given him much trouble since.” Then slap- 
ping me heartily on the shoulder, he said-— 
‘Oh, man, I knew you could not help it.” 
He then sat down, and at 12 o’clock he 
awoke. 

Friday, 8th October, 1869.—This evening, 
myself, Mrs. Beattie, Mr. and Mrs. Rutland, 
Rey. A. N. B——d, and Mr. Tommy were 
present. After sitting some little time at 
the table, two or three of us felt a strange vi- 
bratory motion in our chairs as though it had 
been produced by an undulating movement of 
the floor. We had been engaged in general 
conversation about an hour, when Mr. Home 
fell back in his seat, his neck resting on the 
back of his chair; in a few minutes he passed 
into the trance state,then slowly rose, crossed 
his hands on his breast, and walked two or 
three times round the outside of the company; 
stopping behind myself, he personated my 
mother, so that I instantly recognized her 
voice and manner; then passing tothe Rey. 
Mr. B——4d, he elevated his armsand uttered 
over him a most eloquent and impressive 
prayer. Having finished this, he said ina 
subdued voice, ‘You will become a medium.’’ 
On reaching Mr. Rutland he drew back, ex- 
claiming, ‘‘Why is this? you have no faith! 
you areallin confusion, but it will not always 
be so!” He then went to Mrs. T., and 
kneeling behind her on one knee he appeared 
to be receiving something inone hand which 
he transferred to the other, and then poured 
it on her head. He then quoted from the 
12th of 1st Cor. 9th verse, “To one is given 
the gift of healing,” and added, “Your heal- 
ing power will be greatly increased from this 
time.” He then uttered the following ad- 
dress, during which he was greatly moved ev- 
en to tears, his whole manner, expression, and 
intonation combining to produce an effect so 
sublime as toimpress us with the conviction 
that he was uttering it by inspiration: ‘Oh! 


The spiritual enlightenment of 


pray—not by kneeling down and asking God 
to forgive your sins; not for earthly blessings 
or benefits—but pray as the flowers pray— 
pray asthe birds pray—pray as all nature 
prays—giving forth the life-principle that 
God hath given youfor the good of others! 
Pray to be a sunbeam—a ray of light, pene- 
trating the darkness of sorrowing and suffer- 
ing humanity, with an atmosphere of healing 
love—consoling those who mourn without 
hope, and who, in the selfishness of their sor- 
row, can find no gleam of consolation. Oh! 
if you could but understand all that lies about 
you, and perceive all the rich treasures from 
our Father’s hand, you would know that they 
are all within the reach of man. Oh! see that 
your lives correspond to the principles that 
you teach. Seethat you liveout that which 
you profess to be, standing asit were on the 
threshold—no, not the threshold—but as ac- 
tually on the shore, waiting for this earthly 
shell to drop off and disclose the beauties of 
the spirit-life.’” When Mr. Home had finished 
this address, he went to Mr. Tommy, persona- 
ted some one, whom he announced as an old 
friend of his; his Christian name was James, 
but he did not much care about its being 
called a Christian name; he would not give 
his surname then, but said he should after- 
wards know it. He then went through a se- 
ries of expressive movements to enable him to 
identify him, which he failed to do at the 
time. He said that everything went wrong 
from a certain time; that he ought not to 
have passed away so soon; and that they did 
not treat him rightly; also, that he used to 
be very positive when on earth, and that when 
he took an idea into his head, neither heaven 
nor hell would move him from it. He also 
gave several peculiarities of gait and manner, 
which Mr. T. subsequently recollected were 
very characteristic of anold friend of his who 


died many years ago, whom they always called 
“Captain,” and whose Christian name Mr. 


Tommy was not certain about, but has insti- 


tuted an inquiry in order to ascertain it. 
Seance at Mrs. H 
ent, Mrs. H., Miss H., Capt. Campbell, and 


myself. We sat down by a large drawing 


room table. Ina short time the floor of the 


house began to vibrate ; currents of cold air 
were experienced ; the temperature of the 
room became sensibly lowered, and the at- 
mosphere felt frosty, (the evening outside 


was mild.) The table was moved in many 


ways from the floor, and from one place to 
another, loud raps were heard on the floor 
and table; after which we were touched and 
patted by the hands of the spirits—Mr. Home 
telling us that he saw them, and pressed us to 
Mr. H. was many 
times clasped on the arms and touched in va- 
An accordion was then brought 
which Mr. Home had never seen nor handled ; 
without any ceremony he hung it in one hand, 
by the keyless end, his other hand being on the 
table when the spirits played upon it the 
Before the seance, Miss H. 
Mr. Home 
asked if the spirits present heard her ; ifso, 
could they play any of the pieces the lady 
had performed to us? At once they played 
part of every piece that had been played by 
her that evening. At this time a chair, 
then ‘standing about six feet from the table 
was by the invisibles placed beside the table, 
next to Mrs. H. and we all saw the bottom 
of the chair pressed or moved as by the weight 


the severest examination. 


rious ways. 


richest music. 
had been playing on the harp. 


of an individual sitting upon it. Mrs. H. 


here exclaimed, ‘“‘Where are all my dear chil- 


dren? ‘The alphabet was then called for, 
and the answer given—‘“‘Praising God, and 
waiting for you.” The manifestations con- 
tinued sometime longer, when Mrs. H. spe- 
cially asked with great earnestness, “Where 
is my darling boy ? meaning a grand-son who 
fell in the Balaclava charge—in answer to 
which the retreat was most correctly beat, as 
on asmall drum, by the spirits, as if under the 
floor at first, and kept beating as if marching 
away, and becoming lost in the distance. 
The manifestations here ceased for the time. 


In conclusion, let me say—manifestations 
more wonderful than the ahove, have been 
recorded before, but it is by the repetition of 
facts as witnessed by various individuals in 
various places that principles depending upon 
conditions so occult in a physical and so mys- 
terious in a spiritual sense, can be establish- 
Much of the above, I know, may be set 
down to mind-reading—although this is but 
giving a class of spiritual phenomena another 
name ; but on the other hand, the major part 
In fact, I could no 


ed. 


cannot be so set down. 
more so competely set before myself , even in 
my mind’s eye, the forms and manners of my 
mother and friends passed away, than the un- 
tutored hand could produce on the canvas the 
high illusions of the cultivated artist. I, 
however, have no desire to comment, but to 
state facts in the simplest manner. 

I must give my testimony that Mr. Home 
insists on the severest investigation being 
made; and since being with him I have form- 
ed the opinion that truth would gain much if 
some meetings were recorded where no mani- 
festations took place, and all the conditions 
stated, with the most probable causes of fail- 
ure. For instance, one evening, Dr. D., the 
Rev. B. S. D., Mr. Home, myself, and one 
lady, sat one hour anda halfand had no 
manifestations. A gentleman, a great spir- 
itualist, had an engagement and left the 
room, when almost immediately manifesta- 
tions of a defined character at once took place. 

I am, sir, yours respectfully, 
JOHN Beatriz. 
Westbourne Place, Clifton, Oct. 30, ’69. 


Mrs. Ottendorfer is the sole proprietor of 


the largest Germandaily newspaper in the 
city of New York. Many years ago her hus- 
band died, leaving her a large family of chil- 
dren and a small paper. She went earnestly 
to work at once, attending herself, to all the 
details of the office, and she now controls a 
very rich and powerful jounral. She drives 
to her office in - the morning, looks after its 
multitudinous affairs, and returns to her home 
at 3 o’clock in the afternoo.n 


A. ©. Wortley, 


Kalamazoo. 
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 


JEWELRY! 


American Waltham and Elgin 


WATCHES! 


STERLING, ELECTRO-PLATE. 
COIN, HOLLOW & FLAT 


StvER-WARE 


BRIDAL-GIFTS, 
CLOCKS, JEWELRY, 
BRONZES, CUTLERY, 
PARIAN, FANCY GOODS, 


FORKS, SPOONS, &c., &e. 


Corner Main and Burdick Sts., 
49-ly. ` KALAMAZOO 


SENT FREE! 


M. KEEFE, SON & COS 


SEED CATALOGUE 


And GUIDE to the 


FLOWER AND VEGETABLE 
GARDEN for 1870. 


Published in January. Every lover of flowers wishing this 
new and valuable work, free of charge should address im- 
mediately to M. O'KEEFE, SON & CO, Ellwanger & Bar- 
sy’s Block, Rochester, N, ¥ i 70 


une 


In Walnut Cases, 


’s October 20—Pres- 


Burnhams & Van Schaaek, 


SIMMONS, CLOUGH & CO.’S 
IMPROVED CABINET ORGANS 


AND 


MELODEONS 


Combine all the desirable features sought for in Instruments of this 


Class, and in every essential particular are equal to 
THE BEST REED INSTRUMENTS IN THE WORLD, 
WITH 


Ræ Wood's Patent Modifying Chamber and Perfect Harmonic Swell, -æy 
NEWLY INVENTED KNEE LEVER, 


MANUAL SUB-BASS, 


AND IMPROVED VOCAL TREMOLO 


In Rosewood Cases, 
In Ebony Cases, 


In Jet cases, 
Oil Finish, 
Shellae Finish, 


Varnish Finish, 
Frencn Polish, 
Piano Polish. 


TONE, Pure, Sweet, Deep, Rich, Powerful, 


ACTION, Prompt, Elastic, Mellow, Sensative, Durable. 
OPERATION, Easy, Convenient, Reliable, 
CONSTRUCTION, Simple, Unique, Permanent. 
WORKMANSHIP, Artistic, Complete, Thorough. 
DESIGN, Neat, Tasty, Elegant. 


FINISH, Rich, Beautiful, Faultless. 


PRICE, as low as First Class Instruments can be offered anywhere. 


TERMS, só liberal as to place them within the reach of all. 


Every Instrument FullyiWarranted for Five Years. 


Price Lists sent free by mail to any address. 


Liberal inducements offered to desirable Agents. 


Manufactory and Warerooms : 
Nos. 96 and 98 Miami Avenue, near Gratiot Street, 


A. A. SIMMONS, 
GRANVILLE WOOD, 


IEE PUR DORE EE SITS EY LS A EN 
oO" KEEFESS 
LARGE WINTER HEAD LETTUCE. 


Messrs. M, O’Keefe, Son & Co., the well known and 


reliable Seed Importers, Growers, and Florists, 


Rochester, N. Y., having grown and thoroughly test- 
ed this new variety for the past three years, now 
offer it to the public as a FINE and VALUABLE 
acquisition for both the market and private garden, 


as it is ready for use fully 


THREE WEEKS EARLIER 


than any other variety of Lettuce, exeept that grown 
It will stand the Winter without protec- 
tion in the coldest of our northern climates. It forms 
very large, solid, exceedingly tender, greenish yel- 
low heads, the outside leaves being of a brownish 
Orders for Seed will be received now, to be 
filled by mail, in sealed packages, at 50 cents each, 
and can only be had GENUINE AMD TRUE at 


under glass. 


tinge. 


their establishment. Order immediately of 
M. KEEFE, SON & CO., Rochester, N. X. 


4to Jan 1 


Woman’s Advocate. 
DE VOTED TO WOMAN: 


HER EMANCIPATION FROM 


Religious, Social, Political and Moral 


Slavery. 


The Woman's ADVOCATE, edited by Miriam M. Cole, and 
A. J. Boyer, has been received with great favor everywhere. 


and has a very generous and liberal patronage. 


The ADVOCATE is published every Saturday, in royal 
octova form, sixteen pages, and printed on fine white book 


paper. manifactured expresely for this purpose. 
‘ERMS—$2 50 per year, strictly in advance, 
Sample copy wi 
stamp. Address 
J. J. BELVILLE, 
Proprietor Woman's ADVOCATE, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Dr. H: SLADE, 


CLAIRVOYANT, 


AND 
J. SIMMONS 
Degree} of Jackson, are now located at Kalamazoo. 


OFFICE-- S, Side Main St., near Burdick, 
DR. SLADE'S Clairvoyant ability and past experience 
as a Practioner enables him to successfully examine and 
rescribe for Patients at a distamce by receiving lock 
įr, with name and age. 
Examination fee, with written Diagnosis to Patients, $2; 
which is credited to remedies where treatment is desired. 


CORRESPONDENTS will please write their address 


plainly. 
All letters pertaining to business should be directed to 


J. SUWNEONS, 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 


J. H. BOSTWICK, 
LIFE AND FIRE INSURANCE, 
REAL ESTATE, 


War Claim, Collection and Conveyancing Office, 
OFFICE: 


Israel’s Store, Cor. Rose and Main Sts., 
@#KALAMAZOO, MICH. 


GEO W. WINSLOW & CO’S 


STEAM 


MARBLE 


WORKS. 


ESTABLISHED, 1848 


Shop on Portage Street, Opposite Union Hall, 
KALAMAZOO, MICH. 


Having a Steam Engine, and machinery for sand- 
rubbing, sawing, and high-polishing Marble, we are 
prepared to do work better, and afford it cheaper than 
any dealers not having such facilities. A good sup 
ply of the best kinds of American and Italian Marble, 
kept on hand. MARBLE MANTLES furnished te 
order ; likewise, MONUMENTS of various sizes ana 
styles, and Heap Srones of all descriptions. 

We do not ‘‘make beld to say that my HEQUAL 
can’t be found, because they don’t come HOVER,” 
but we vo claim that bad shaped letters, bad punctu- 
ation, bad grammar and worse spelling, are not com- 
mon on work done at our shop; and we pronounce 
the marble agent’s story that we have “ gone out of 
the business,’ and our ‘wagon will not be seen 


around any more,” maliciously false. 
GEO. W. WINSLOW & CO, 


HAMBAUGH’'’S 
CELEBRATED 


Plantation Liniment, 


E 


JAMES 8. HAMBAUGH, 
PROPRIETOR, 
MOUNT STERLING, ILLS. 


TER GREAT MEDICINE is justly titled the Lion of 


Medicine, from the fact that it contains, within itself 
all the properen, strength and virtues of all other pain 
killers, disease eradicators, &c,, combined, and is conceded 
by eminent Physicians and men of science to be the moat 
perfect and effectual Remedy ever before offered to the 
public of all diseases to which a linament is applicable. 


(2F"No Family should be without it. gj 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED, 


OR 
MONEY REFUNDED. 


FOR SALE BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 


WHOLESALE AGENTS, 
Chicago. 
St. Louis. 


Meyer Bros. & Co, - - 
F. È- Ginocinnati. 


Suire & Co, - - 


DETROIT, MICH. 


be sent on receipt of twọ cent postage 


J. E. CLOUGH, 
F.J. SIMMONS. 


e e 
THE MICHIGAN CENTRAL RAILROAD. 


Run by Chicago time, 15 minutes slower than Detroit time 
TRAINS WESTWARD. 


STATIONS. Mail |DayExp;Dex Ac gEz P 
ax AM PM PN 

Detroit. dep. 7.50| 11.00 4.40 5.35 Yoo 
Ypsilanti 9.16 6.10 7.00 7.10 
Ann Arbor 9.50 30 6. 7.30) 11.36 
Jackson -30 nin sb 9.15) AM 1.00 
Marshall A ° 10. 2.10 
BattleCreek 11, 2331 
Kalamazoo M12 30 


Niles € 
Mich City 7.45 


M 6. T 
3 7.45) 9 6 
Chicago. Ar.| 8.50) 10.09} 12 9. 
— ee INS RASTWARD.. 1 a 
i ttn, 


oP: 
SEBRaS 
or 
e 


Dex Ac.| Mail |N YExpjAt'e 4 
STATIONS. ? ape Agp 
x aM ax PM PH 
Chicago. 4:00 5:00 8.00 4:15 9;00 
Mich City 6:22 7.25)PM10.15 7:00 11:18 
Niles 7:52 9.00} 11.25 8:35) A M12:25 
Kalamazoo 10:00/p x 11:00 1.03 10:25 2:25 
BattleCre’k] ......0.5 11.58 1.45 11:12 3:20 
Marshall |......... 12.50 2:35) AM.11:48 3:53 
Jackson |,,....... 2.15 3:43 1:00 5:15 
Ann Arbor |A M 7:45 4.00 4:55 2:15 6:50 
Ypsilanti 8:10 4.25 5:15 2:35 Ta 
Detroit. 9:25 5.50 6:20 3:40 8:5 
OO Ė——- 
DETROIT AND MILWAUKEE RAILROAD. 
TRAINS WESTWARD. 
Night d 
STATIONS. Express. cena Accom. Sleep'g Car. 
Detroit...,...| 8.204.m.} 9.00 a.m.) 3.40 P.m.| 9.00 R. M. 
Pontiac, .. 9.50 10.30 6.00 10.55 
Holly .... 10.40 11.40 6.10 12.10 A.M 
OWOKGO, 2. o 00 feodo cseoes 5 seen] 2.06 
St. Johns a 3.22 
Pewamo : 
ET RE les g 4.32 
Tonia......... 3 4.52 
Grand Rapids. ‘A 6.50 
Nunica....... 5 8.25 
RE a n 0 00.. 
TRAINS EASTWARD 


STATIONS. 


Grand Haven.) ......... 
Nunioa. 2.2600). .c bec 8 


OWOSSO.. 
Holly.... 
Pontiac.. 


Detroit, Dec., 1869. 0 


Detroit, Dec. 1869. THOS. BELL, Gen’l Supt.” 
Lake Shore & Michigan Southern R. R. 


YKalamazoo Division.) 


* GOING NORTH. 
Leave White Pigeon, 2:10 a, x., 1:00 P. M., 6:00 P, M., 4:46 
j $ M 


ae x how Sikes “a 

rrive Three Rivers, 2:40 a. m., 1:40 p. m., 6:40 p. 3 

a. m., 10:40 a. m. E RIRA Se 

Arrive at Kalam zvo, 4:35 a, m., 3:10 p. m., 8:08 p. m., T;46 
a. m., 1:25 a. m. 


of | Arrive at Allegan, 6:15 a. m., 4:40 p. m., 9:38 p. m., 10:90 


hs m., 4:40 p. m. a 
rrive at Grand Rapids, 8:15 a.m., 6:30 p. m., 11:16 p. m. 
1:00'p. m. 8:00 pm. dati aa Pm 


Leave Grand Hapida,61h E ATAATA 1 

ave Gran 8, 6:15 a. m.,12.10 p. m., 7:40 p. m., 1; 

p. m., sith i i ë p 2 i aad 

Arrive at Allegan, 7:52 a, m., 1:55 p. m., 9:33 p. m,, 4:40 
D. da., 1050 ce ta Peer HP 9 

Arrive at Kalamazoo, 9:10 a. m,: 
7:20 p. m., 1:45 p. m. 

Arrive at Three Rivers, 10:40 a. m., 4:44 p. m., 12:80 a:m., 
10:00 p. m., 6:40 p. m. 

Arrive at White Pigeon, 11:20 a. m., 5:20 p. m. 1:10, m., 
11:00 p. m., 8:00 p. m. è 


THE PRESENT AGE: 


A Weekly Journal, 


DEVOTED TO THE SPIRITUAL PHILOSOPHY, POLITE 
LITERATURE AND GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 


PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY MORNING 
AT 
KALAMAZOO, MICH., 


3:15 p.m., 10:55 pem., 


The Michigan Spiritual Publication Co. 


Dorvs M. Fox, - - - 
Dr. F. L. H. Wits, Mrs. Loye M. WILLIS. 
J. S. LOVELAND. - 

Mas. E. L. WATSON, - 


Editor in Chief. 
Edats N.Y. Dpt, 
- Edtr. Philosophical Dpt. 
Editor Chiidren’s Dpt, 
The Resident Editors will be assisted by a large corps of 


the ablest writers in the East and in the West. 


Terms of Subscription, $2 a Year, 


SIX MONTHS $1 THREE MONTHS, 50 Cents. 
INVARIABLY IN ADVANCE. 
AT SPECIMEN COPIES SENT FREE “@a 


We have arranged with the publishers of 
the following named papers and periodicals, 
so as to enable us to make the following very 
liberal offers and thus accommodate all classes 
of our readers. Will our agents please eall 
attention to the advantages of clubbing with 
the Present Ac for any of the following : 


Present Ace and Lyceum Banner......... $2.50 
Nae Independent oe sp tad 4.00 
a “« & Harpers M’nthly Magazine- 5.00 
s A. es! si Bakar iscccicass.. 000 
- Wee i: Fe. WOOkl By sis as's > OMe 
i tN NSS TROWMIGEY 5% scence sees UO 


Our readers will see at a glance, the saving 
effected by ordering through this office any of 
the above. All of the first-class magazines 
of America above named are $4 each. In 
addition to the above, we are authorized to 
offer as a premium, and will send to all who 
subscribe for the Ace and Jndependent, and 
remit us $4, postage paid, a copy of Ritchie’s 
splendid steel engraying of Grant and Colfax, 
(the price of which is $2 each.) In other 
words, for every new name you may send 
us and $4—-we will send the Present AGE and 
the Independent one year, and also both of 
these popular engravings, worth in the print 
stores $4. 

We think these liberal offers, and the efforts 
we are making to make the Present Aag 
the best spiritual paper in the world, will in- 
duce all our present readers to go to work and 
secure for us at least one copy each. 

For particulars as to Harper’s publications, - 
we refer our readers to notices of the Maga- 
zine, Bazar and Weekly, found on fourth 
page. 

In addition to above inducements, let it be 
remembered that to every new subscriber for 
one year, on receipt of $2, we send free, for 
one year, the -Western Home, a monthly 
magazine published in Chicago. See adver- 
tisement on third page. 

Bae All communications should be addressed to 
COL. D. M. FOX, Kalamazoo, Mich. 


RATES OF ADVERTISING. 


SPACE. Babes 1 mo | 3 mo/6mo |1 yea 
1 Sq. | $1.00] $1 50| $2560) $5 00, $8 00/$15 00 
2“ 50! 200! 300! 800) 1500! 25 09 


2 00| 300) 500| 12 00| 20 00| 4000 


5 00| 7 00| 10 00| 25 00| 45 00| 80 00 


3“ 


—_-| . 


X col. 


y“ 


160 00/250 06 


15 00| 20 00| 80 00) 75 


